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Feminist Issues. Race, Class and Sexvaliry (2™ edition). Edited by
Mancy Mandell.

Thinking Critically about Research on Sex and Gender (2™ edition), By Paula I,
Caplan and Jeremy B, Caplan

Furrumsm and bow it engazes questions of identity, difference,

sexuality, agency, and vommunity will be explored, The focus of the course will be an practical
disc ussion of haw femimst theorizing can inform day-to-day challeages of livine with whar
postmadernism calls ‘the current crisis of represantation”. The course will inroduce students to
the basic concepls, theones and major debates within femmism. Through class lectures, projects
aned discussion, students wall have an oppormunity o explore the shared and diverse aspects of
wirtiyn 's expenences. The primary focus of the counse sumounds issees of pender as a social.
ceiltural and political construct and how Womyn's Studies as an scsdemme discipline challenges
the metheds. theones und knowledge of taditional disciplines.

The specific toples covered in this course are: Feminist theory; Sexiem n language; Silenced znd
torgotten womyn {race, poverty and disability); Lesbian and queer theory; Beauty, stutus 2nd
aging; Womyh's response to pamography, Psyehology of wormyn, Violence apgainst wornym,
Sexual harassenent; Men in feminissy. Feminism and the law; Womyn's herstony; Womyn's worh,
and famnily lives, Womyn m the educational svetesn; Womyn o art, music and literature, Womyn
and heaith: Waomyn and spirituality. Fenunust critique of science especially research on sex and
gender; Political activiam

Course Objectives:

I 53 hoped you will find this ceurse interesting, challenging and fun. As we

explote curtent ssues in Womyn's Studies we wall alsa be developing our reflection adad
commimication skills so thet we tan beller express and defend our views on issues we care about.
Drisevession will play a central role in gur learming ogether and e course therefore requires your
activy commitment and participaiwm. You will be expected 1w atend class regularly and 1o lake an
abTive part in our leaming togetlss, Your final mark will reflect vour participation in terms of
shiwndance, preparedness, wid contnbutions o the discussion, Each week vou will nesd o
complets a set of readings and develop questons and responses that will guide our discussion in
elass. You will also ke responsshalily Tor mtroducing and leading discussion on tiprc

Because the issuwes we will be discussing are comples, and controversial, there are hound to be
many difterent opmious abou! them, An impomant ground rule for the conurge, (hen, 15 3
comanitment Trom all participants 1o help baild & especeful leaming environment where we are
comioniable &xpressmg our views and can lean from one another. ' o4 are encouraged o keep an
open auind, allew for the exchange of views, snd respect opposing viewpomts. Such an aitude is
critical to malntsamnng & conducive leaming environment,

One of the difficult aspects uf thas course 13 that we will be acknowledging that one of the
mechanisms of strecniral wéyuality (whether it is sexism. moism, tlassism, heferosexism or
iblistm) is that we arm all systematscally t2ught misinformation about others and oursefves, Thus,
be aware that the isswes confronted m the course will affect some of us deeply and personzaily,




Evaluation:

Exam #1 Ootober 11 1%
Exam #2 Movember § 13%
Exmmm @3 Drecember o 135
Paper Hovember 13 2%
Journal #1 Cretiabeer o S
Journal #2 Miswernber | 5%
Jourmal #3 Movember 20 A0
Class participation Draily A
Beading presentations Al g ped AUt
Ot assignment Seplember 2 5%
Boak review September I7 ey
Chutragreolls it Begember & %

Exams will eimsist of lake home shor essay questions pertaining to the prior week's topics and discussion
items. Responses should not be more than 5 pages in length and preferably typed and double-spaced. Tam
sl Pamvalsas wilh APA formul bt you may use any format you wish as Inng as 1 15 consistently used. You
rryy cleoose o use spurces other than the fexthepks Tor this course. The exams are meant te be bath
stholarly and personal m the sense that it should contiin your own viewponl as well as indicate an
understanding of course concepts and thearies, All materials coverced in class, readings, videos snd puest
lectures are subject w examinaion,

The paper for this course may be on any lopic of your choosing that pertans o womya's studies, Please
meet with the msmuctor regarding your topic before you begin writing. The puper should be approximately
5 o 7 papes i length (double-spaced), must be tvped, stzpled {not {n duotang cover). Again, you can use
any formai you wish a3 long as you are consistent. Your papet must i lnde at least one refetence from the
journal Cunadian Woman Studies which is available in o ltbrary as well as other reference sources
beyand the teathooks (or this course. Grammar, spelhing and sentence sfrocture will be consideresd in the

Erading proceds,




Tourral entries should be made everyday theie 15 a chass or maore often if yoo desire, In wour journal entry I
would like you t do some personal reflection on the days class discussion as well 35 personal reflection on
the assigned readings for the next day's ¢lass, There is no right or wrong way 1 answer but T am lookmg
for some evidence that vou have eonsidered how the ropic at hand relates 1o your personal life in some way,
Roemember that 2 key concepl in this course 13 tat Me “pergonil 15 political’. O occasion | Ay akso
present some questions for you to consider znd reflect on i your journaling, Te give you tome puideline
spead 2t least 20 minutes but s mre than 2 minotes just doing some free-form reflection on the day's
wpic. Grammar, sentence structure ete. will not be graded. You may type vour journal submissions bist
neaily written submissaons will also be accepted. Ax most of the tssues are bighly personal, consider the
types of respoases you are willing to share with me. T can assure you that T consider your journals
confidential material and i £yes will read your responses other than mine. At the same tirne, | do pot want
W Tosce you to share experiences you would miher not disclose. Please feel free 1o ask me to share iy
expeniences as they relale ro any of the assigmments. T would oot expect vou 1o consider any fopie that I am
mof willing to discuss. Don't be alrasd to carefully examing what you believe and why you believe what you
believe, Most important, remémber the journals are really for your benefit, not mine, so use ther 1o meet
your teeds. You can also use the pournal sctivity 1o help you prepare for the next day’s discussion by
corming up with focus questions or comments on the assigned readings.

The guilt agsignment is designed to help us remember or learm about and honor pur histercal Loremoftuers,
You will be asked 1o find 2 wormyn from history {either from your own personal history or from ouy shaped
public history) thal you admire. For this assignment vou will b given a square blank piece of paper or guill
block ¢ty wineh you should pul the womyn’s name, some deseription of who she was and what she means
b iow o why you chose her. Please have fun with this project and mnke 1 as codorful and creative as iy
like usmny symhols that represent who she was and what she means o you We will be creating a quilt on
the: wull of the classroom w honor #nd remember these special foremothers, Come prepared to discuss your
chosen foremather. The quilt metaphor wes chosea to remingd us how our foremothers expressed their
creativily and artistic matwes by making practical items beauniful The meraphor of the quilt hlock or paich
also serves o remind us how our knowledge of wonmyn®s hustorical lives is often sketihy and incomplets.
Thus. every serap of information is a precions part of our shared heringe.

The book eeview is simply a short 3 minote presentation on ony book on womyn’s studes you can find in
the Sibrary. Aliemately you could use a book you already have if the book periains to wirmm's studies. The
goal here is to share with each otlier 2 hook that you have foumd itteresting or helpful in understanding
womyn's studies o1 preparing for yoor paper You don’i have 1o read the book i detai] bt EImply present i
general overview of what the book is afl about und why you think its an interesting or helpful fext.

The Chutrageons act is designed to reflect the spirit of Gloria Steinen’s essay ‘Clutrageous Acts and
Everyday Rebellions’. You are asked here 1o perform a positive, pro-woimyn’ aet that represents fog il
something you might aot have done prior o dhis cowrse. You will be requived 10 des a shorr 5 minte ¢lass
presentilion describing the act, exploming why it was ‘Tiherating” for you, analyrng your feclings
afterwird and the reactions of people affecied by it Your outrageaus act must not be harmful o youmselfar
o etheers and ot must be legal® You may choose 10 do your liberating act with other class members if you
ke bt each of you mmust coniribute 1o the class presentation. [f vou are interested Gloria Steinem's book
called Chitrageous acts and evervday rebellions iz gvailable at the public ibrary downtown,

Penalties for late tems will be 5% off the grade for each day {net class) n s Inte. Academic misconduct antl
plagiarism are taken very senously and are punshable ina variety of woys, For more information on the
penaltics that can be imposed please see page 11 of the curment college colendar. Please be advised that a
tack of planning on your pan will not constimee an emergency on the instractor’s part. For example,

leawing all wosk on the paper 1o the last minuie and then having a crisis anse will not 2ot you an extension.
Be aware you may be asked 1 provide evidence of prior work. Bear in mund that marks are final. This
MGATE Yo Cannot rewTite &b exarm or redo an assignment because of a poor grade and Mhere are no extra
ARRIENMENS you can do to make up for 0 poor prode.



Cuidelines for Required Readings and Class Presentathos:

Each of you will take responsibility for the presentation and leading of discussion of & couple of Teadings
throughout the course. You will read the assigned reading for that day, synthesize the argwments and ideas
and prgseoy your findings w the class w provide g with o overview of tié 520 al hand. As there ure
mity of us i the class you will be sharing that responsibility with gach other. It is hoped that this will
allow vou to develop vour knowledpe sbout a particular topic and will alse give you experience in
COmUMEnICAtmng yons ideas.

The textbook for this course 15 0 difficult pead at trmes but don’t be infimidated by it You presentation is
Just simply a brief synopais of what you thipk the chapter s aboat and what you think the most important
paints af the chapuer are, Trust yoursell here — most people who think they don’t understand fwe text
acmally do understand it just fine. 1€ you teed help you cam work together or ask me. A simply way of
booking at this propect is just to come up with 5 or 10 0f the most important ideas in the chapter. However,
do- not sirmply just read quotes from the lext dusing your preseration U'm looking for your mterpretation or
understanding of the fext and the inportant peints from the ext. You presentation need anly be aboat 10 1o
15 minutes.

Feaple nof presentmg should alse read the text and come up with 3 pomss they think are the most impaortant
ones from the text. Alza come prepared with comments or questions about the 1ext so that you can
parbgipate 1o the class discussion

The fallowing are some general guidelines you may wish 10 considér 1 preparing your presentation.

1. Description: What 14 the story here? What 15 (his article/book talking about® Give a brel deserrprion of
the: contents of the materal.

2 Interestmy Cbservations: Are there any insights of personal interest to you? Why?

& Central Arguments: Some arficles focus mainly on a detriled deserption of issues and events. Many
will go beyond description, faking a pesition or outlining the various positions {and critigues of them)
taken by olbers. In most cases, writers tend 1o identify with 2 partoular position which they consider 1o
varry the most persuasive argumeni(s). You should try and ideniify the positions taken and e
sryuments belnnd thers,

4. Strengths of Analysis: What are the muin points that give persiasion 1o the writer's analysie? Orten,
these paints may inclode {or be supported by) critiques of olher positions, evidence, examples and
suggestions. Yol should be able to identify these poinils.

3. Wesknesses of Analysis: You should be nble to “weigh' what is presented before sou how reatistic are
tee argumenss, evidence or examples™ Are the ssues identitied sufficiently addressed? When wrilers
present their ideat, they do rot aften covgr 'all the bases,” What do vou think may have been A oul?

6. Yous Fosition: In rmany cases, your snguiry may end with #5, but a critical reading of some ksues Ry
challenge you 1o take a position. You do not have t take a position but you should consider how the
ogic and theory relates to wour own |ife.




Course Schedule:

September 6
Sepieoile L5

Beptembwy 20

Septemnber 27

Chctiorher 4

October [

Cictober 14

October 2%

Movember |

Meovember ¥

Movember 12

Introducton

Furnimist Theoaries
Mandell Chapter |
Caplan Chapaer |

Silenced and Forgotten Womom
Mandell Chapier 2

Caplan Chapter 2

= Quilt Assipnment

Lesbian and Queer Theory
Mandell Chapler 3

Caplan Chapder 3

#  Book Review

Beaufy, Status and Aging
Marddell Chapter 4
Caplan Chapter 4

& Jourmal #f

Psychology of Wommyn
Mlandell Chapder 5
Caplan Chapter 5

»  Exam#l

Yiolence against Wamyn
Mundell Chapter 6
Caplan Chapter &

Men m Feminism
Mandell Chapter 7
Caplan Chapter 7

Fermnmizm znd Law
Mandell Chapter §
Caplon Chapter 8

»  Jouma! #2

Waomyn'z Work and Family Lives
Mandell Chapter 9

Caplan Chapter &

*  Exam #2

Wommym amd Eduestion
Mandell Chapter 10
Caplan Chapter 1)

= Paper



P onvembey 22 Womyn and Healih

Mandefl Chaper |1
Caplan Chapter 11
Dlovesuln 2% Warnyn and Fpirimaalcy
Mandell Chapter |2
Caplan Chaper 12
*  Joumal £1 dpe
Drecemter &
»  Oumrageoas A
Exam#3
Crrade Schodube:
9 S0-100
E #0-89
7 7279
i G571
- 57-64
4 A3
3 4540
i g
1 -15

Any changes to the eourse outline will be made in consultation with the students durisg class time. Should
you not be present in class when such a consulmtion is made it is your responsibility to acquire the changed
informanon. Alse be advised that being unable w0 meet the expectations of reliability, respect for zud
conperation with the class will mean you will be asked 1o leave the slassroom in the interest of preservang
the leaming oppartunities of other shedents,



