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SOCTIOLOGY 300
SOCIOLOGY OF GENDER
{Wimter 2003)

Grande Praitie Regional Collegs

Instructor: Alan Sopal

Olliee: CA10,  539-2011 or seculileprcaboa
Oflice Hours: Mondayvs & Wednesdavs: 1500 - 16,00 Tucsdays and Thursdays: 14,00 - 15.00
O by Appainiment

Covrse Descriplion:

An myuiry inta contemporary and historical concepls, nssumptions, and expressions of gender, and
thear political, personal, cubliural, and social implications.

Coutse Pretequisite:  SQCTOLOGY 1040

Reguired Reading:

Taking sudes: Sex and gender, Second Edition - Elizabeth Paul, Bdilop
Dreams of trespass - Falnma Mernissi
Cender - Anna Tripp, Editor

Recommended Beading:

Crender in Canadn » B Melaon & Barre Robinson
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Assicnmenls:
EszawProfect

*  [ue the last class of the semester

« Al assignments will be nurked ona 1-% scale

*  Late assignments will e penalized 1 stanine per day, including weekends.

* You may wiele on any lopic that interests yuu, even ane not addressed in class discussions of
lectures, providing It is relevant 1o the course.

* [T you chovse o write an essay, do not wrile a Jeseriptive report, The essay must be an anaytical
exploration about the jdeus you express,

*  Additional research 1s expected. Five sources must be used bevond the assigned books for the
course. Al least thres must be academic, such as might be Jocated in boaks or jourmnals, or
original docwnents,  The remaining mimemum of two can be informal sourees: inlerviews,
conversalions, popular medin of any Kind, intermet websites, electera. Be precise; reason rather
thar merely express opindon, and be grammatical, Grammalical muistakes may alfect your niark,
The required length is 1500 words. Essays that gre loo brief will be assessed a % stanime penalty.

* Al papers must include refercoces in the text usell, as well as a "Wearks Cited” section, Should
cither reference sechion be omilted, your assignment will be reduced by 1 stanine per section.
Dovumentation muest follow MLA style, 15 a style other than MLA isused thiere will be a
reduction of Y4 stanile,

* Al writlen assignments are to be submitted by enail, However, too often my sysiem cannol
open an attachment, Cutling from vour ward processar, and pasting e an email farmal,
appears lo work more reliably,

* Ifyou opt Tor a different kind of major assighment, for example a fing ans praject, eritical
kg must skl be evident. Congult with me about baw this mighd be done.

*  Inthese types ol assignment, i 730 word paper expluning the sociological significance of wiat
vou hand it must also be provided.

Three Journals

= Joumals are duc the livsl classes ol each wonth, stactiog in Febare, Eacl is worth a maimum
al 15 slanmes. The wsmal evalualion, however, wall be 1.

* Each journal is mimimally the equivalenl of one tpewrilien pape, double spaced.

*  Anylhing pertaining 10 gender, sexuality, ilenlily, ieas mtroduces] in class discussions or
lectures, class ileraction, cle,, is suitable. Observations aboul, and sugpestions [or, the course
are also suitable. No rescarch is necessary of expected. The journals are an informal Lype of
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communication with me.
Jowmals must have vour name und course number clearly ilantified.

Discussion Bopos

Becansze class discussion is a vilal aspect af 1his caurse, you may {but not necessarily willh
receive a bonus mark for the QUALITY of your ¢lass discussion, based on a combination of 115
{requency and quality of the pasticipation.

You will be eligible obly 1F yvou display commitment 1o the courae by doing your reading and
completimg the required assignments. Althongh attendance is not relevani ta the regular
assignments for the course, it is important to your eligibility for a bonus mark. I1f you are
absent for move than 3 classes, you will not receive 2 honus orade,

The bonug mark will have a range of 1-3,

Ttis eourse has a webCT dizenssion forum, | will look inon it pertadacally, but Twall nol
participate unless requested o do so. Participation in this, as in class discussion, is nof
mandatory, but i1 you do contribule | might gain 3 better sense of your averall caniribulion to our
disgussions, 1 will treal webCT involvemeant of this lype as [ would in-class commenis.

Tabulation of Marks

*  Theotal of all stanine marks wvailable for assipnments is 13.5.

St
9
o

=

m Ped el e A SR

Your marks will he totaled ool of [8.35, a percentage will be ohtained, and 1he percentage will be
re-comverted to a final stanine grade according to the following tble

une Grade Percenlage Equivalent

1 - T

B - 80

- TG

Gl - G0

55 -850

A1 - 54

401 - 449

0 -39

-0

NOTE: Mo class averaging will be done
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DISCUSSION SEQUENCE
Dhe espass:  Chapters 1- 12

Drescribe the harem that Memisst experienced. How many kinds of harem were there?

What were the hareen's lioits, frontiers, aod possibilities?

How did the harem as an idea and 4 proctise. mfluence men's lives?

The hatem contained different women with a vanety of ideas and opinions. Prépare (o offer a
conlinumg averview ol these currents as we procead throuwl the book,

What was the boundary between adulthood and childhood i the harem? Were there differences
belween male and female childheod?

What 15 an allegory? What was allegorical about the story of Scheherazade?

What was the cultural and gender slgnificance of World War 2 o the people in Mernisst's life!
Why was Asmahan inportant W, al least, the women of the harem?

Direams of tespass:  Chapters [3- 22

The visit of Egyplion feminists was an unporlant event for many of the women in the harem.
Whyt

All societies distinguish between commuonplzce and special cecurrences. What distinclions are
mentioned 1o Uese clhaplers? Docs Princess Budur 8 anto this distinclion?

What s the signilicance of lhe cinema and the terrace being furbidden? In any society, we can
find forbidden experience. OFwhal social value, if any, is hoth the ides and the practise of
somelhing bewg torbidden? s prahibating behaviour the same tlang us forbidding it?

Why do puberty and anending schaol acquire sigmificance m Mermissi’s life? Why mentian
"skin™ amd “palilics™ in the same i le?

Whal endows any social or personal experience with sign licancet

Theorctical overview. Tripp: Intmpguction

What weas doos Tripp identily as central Lo the essays she has selecied in ler book? Are vou
ahle o identily concepls she belicves are crucial 1o understanding gender?
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sides: Intreduction; lssnes 1-3; Tripp: Chaplers 2 & 9

What dilennnas are posed by Paul in her disgussion of behel and knowledge?

What assessment do you have of the commenl an page 8 reganding gendér-neotral and de-
gendered societies?

What crilena might we use to ascertain il 2 natura] human state exists?

What logieal relationship is Hausman frying (o establish between pender and parralivity? Whal
does she smean by narralivity!?

What concepts wouald vou utilize 1o explain sdentity?

What does Wooll communicale when she writes of women and fetion?  Are liction und
narrativity the same thing? Whether it can or nol, is our imsight into gender enhanced hy her
what she states in her essay?

What makes sex role noncontormity dysfunctional? Whal is dysfunetion, and do we benefi
sacially ftom using such termmology?

How do we build men? Do vou agree with Fausto-Sterling’s perspeetive of shat men are and
how we engender them? How do we build women?

Sides: lzsues 4 & 6

Are comelation and vawsation the same thing? [Frol explain the dilference between them. Do
pelitical consideralions enter our appraisal of either analytical approach?
How do you explain communication? What legic sugoests communication is or is not wendered?

Irippe Chapler 4, Sides fsaues 9 & 10

Why does Rich call far more feminist eritieism? Although she writes of literary eriticism, Jdo her
ideas apply well to cultural eriticiam? 1f 50, what concepts particularly arc suited for this?
Which, if any, are not?

On what bams could we argues that something i universally wrong? Ls this stunce vighle
especially wilh regard to gender, or is it a pasition applicable 1o mast of 1he queslions we have
about Hie?

Prepan: o discuss the gquestion at the top of page 191

lienlify gender constraints, and the prospects for frecdom fram them, Should we contemplate
the issue 1nsuch stark wiys? What is Treedom i this case? What 38 constraint?
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o e Chapters 5 & 7

Wil does calonial discaurse medn o Mohanty'?

What eritique of westemn fonjinist scholarship is presented hers? Does the critique hive
important implications for us m contemporary Nordh Americon socicty’?

What 12 the relationship of mee W while maseulinity?! How would o oxplain nasealimity? s
there a reasonable hasis o ‘raialize” mascudiniy?

Sdes: lssues 11 - 14

Mfight fetnl sex selection entrench ur tanstorm gender as a social eatcgory?

A very controversial suggestion is the lukage of gender, and 1musculinily, o social wolence. Are
you persuadaed by the logic of tles posibon? [T 5o, do you ogree that demestic violence iga
pender erime?

Do you connect parenting shility with gender?

Tripp” Chagler 16

W hat are the discontenls of femiminily?

Assuiming for 4 moment that you accept Rose’s assertions. how would you explain sociologicalby
the emergence of disconent?

How does discantent mlersect culture? How does psychoanalysis £t into Rose's position?

Trpp: Chapters 13 & |4

What does Butler mean by “crivcally queer™ What relationship exisls between pereformative
power amd queer lrauble!

Given Elam's thoughts, do you choose gender, sex, neither, or....% What is the argument
presented, such thal the question can even be raised?

Sides: Issues [ 7 - 1%

Is a fxed definitton of gender identily a problem?
D0 we benef sociologivally (rom thinking of transgendered conscicusness as a form of bended
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gender snbstance?
What is sclhood?
Wit input docs cubwre have in the spinting relerred to by Reilg?

Will eyberspace enable us (o trunscend gender? If people present themselves us ofher eenders on
thve internet, are they modifving e boundaries ol pender?

What understandings of gender do vou deteet In Turkle's and Kendali's work®
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