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CAMADIAN SOCIETY
WINTER 200
Instructor: ﬁﬁwald 8. Warner
Time/Placa: Tuss. & Thura. 1-2.29pm Scom: A314

Office Hours: Weds 1-3pm Room: 0404
Phome 539-2095
emalil: owarnaridgpro.ab.ca

Description:

Tnis course focuses on Canadian society as a pluralicy of
anklties, national, social, econemic, and political, in contimgal
transformation. AL the oenter of this ongoing transformation of
Canadian society is the action and reaction of ita conatituent
sub-populations of non-Burcpean and European origins. As such, in
angaging curselves with chsze various transfermaticns of Canadian
soclely, wa will explare such issues as autonomy, inequality,
regionalism, ethnicity, uniqueness, and identiry.

Overview of Course Objectives;

All zcoursges you have been exposed to so far have a builr-in
hias, as does this rcourse. Having ano alternarive way to analyze
eventa helps learners to build their c¢ritical thinking skills. In
this course, we would therefore challenge common assumptions by
formulating questions, identifying and weighing appropriate
evidence, and reaching reasoned conclusicons.

However, you do not have to believe everything vou read or
hear in this course. But, you do need to learn the perspectives
and learn the strengths and weaknesszes of the ideas. Disagreement
is therefore welcomed, 8o long as ir is educated disagreemsant . We
all have opinions. but we need to find out how they stack up
against social data. Fegel f{ree Lo debate points, but recognize
that debates will ultimately be won based on empirical facts,
rather than feelings.

At the end of the course, it is hoped, therafere, that you
will acquire knowledge cof the characteristics that make Canadian
society a gpecific, distinet, and unigque scciety; understand the
major issues, debates, and controversies prevalent in Canadian
sotiaty; and develop a peraonal gense of responsibilicy for
lzarning about structural, cultural, and ideclogical scurces of
autonomy, inequality, regionalism, ethnicity, uniqueness, and
identity of Canadian soccisty.




Readings:
The regquired readings:

Hiller, Harry H.. 2040, (4" ed.). Canadian Society: A Macro
Analwysis. Tornnfteo, MN- Prentice-Hall, Canada.

Relevant artidles placed on reserve.

Learners are expected to read assigned readings in advance
of the dates they are listed for. Generally, readings are a very
manageable amount for a 31 ¢redit course. They are lass than the
axpected 128 pages per week for junicr courses.

Format:

In supplementing the readings, most lectures will adopt a
discussant format. Students are therefors enceouraged to bring
Jquestions about the readings, issues raised by the readinge, etc.
to the attention of the class for answer, discussion, and/or
debate. Additionally, some classe zessiens will include =essions
where students will meet in emall groups te discuss readings and
create answers to discussion questions given. These sessions are
designed to bring a large class down to human zcale and allew all
students co participate in active discussicn and thought about
the course issues and materials. Each group will also present a
verbal report to the class. Discussions may alsc center on some
videos or moviez that may be shown from time te time.

In order to provide students with an slternative to the
structural funetionalist peraspective that pervades both seeial
discourse and mich sociological teaching, this olass will be
taught from the standpoints of conflict and symbolic
interactionist perspectives.

In #xamining Canadian society through rhe lens of che
conflict perspective, therefore, we will engage curselves on
"what groups have power within a society, whac groups posSsess
less power, and how the use of that power determines what society
is like" [Hiller 2000: xii). Meganwhile, the symbolio
interactionist perspective will enable us to explore, at the
macrs lewvel, Mhow individuals project their identity to the
collectivity or receive their identity from the wider group
(Hillex 2000:; xiii). Here, "[tlhe key point, howsver, ia that
gociety 18 fluid and is constantly beinag socially constructed and
reconstructed or negotiated through the accions of individuals®
\Hiller 2000: xiii). Even though vou do not hava to believe
anything you read or hear ip this class, you do have to leayn rthe

perspectives and learn the strengths and weaknesses of these
icdeeas .




Exama :
fy Faseavrch FPaper:

A wessarch paper, which carriez 40% of your overall grade,
15 required for Lhis course. You may write rthe paper on any topic
Ehat you and I agres on. Yol must submit & Fepacal putlins and
tentative biblicography for your paper by January 25th. Thiz
topical outling and bibliography amount to 5% af your grade which
ls a portion of the research paper grade cf 40%. Failure to
submit the teopical outline and npiblicgraphy will result ip a zers
(0} mark. Moreowver, I will not accept your research papsr without
ait outliine, and therefore, it is unlikely thar vou will auccesd
i, this course. I will supply vou with a paper that will sssisr
¥Oou in preparation and presentatien of your ressarch,

Hote: It is vitally impeortant that you take great care, not
only with what you write but, with how you write. This
necessitates that you pay attention to essay writing format of
introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion, proper citatisn and
resulting bibliography, sentence comstruction, spelling, ete. I,
therefore, strongly advise that you make use of the Writing
Centre in Room C311lh. Excluding title page, table of content, and
bibliography, research papers are pot to be shorter than 12 pages
nor lomgey than 15 pages ip length. Research papers that fail to
adhera to the above will be down-graded.

By Take-home agsignments:

There will two (2] take-home assignments which will amount
to 30% (15% eachlof your grade. Hote: It is witally important
that you take great care, not only with what you write but, with
how you write. This necegsitates that you pay attention to eassay
writing format of introduction, bedy paragraphs, conclusion,
proper citation and resulting bibliegraphy, sentence
ccnstruction, spelling, etec. I, therefore, strongly advise that
you make use of the Writing Centre in Reom C311R. Excluding
title page, table of content, and bibliography, ressarch papers
ara no than longer as i
iength. Take-home agsignments that fail to adhere to the above
will be down-gradad.

=i SERst Summarized Readipg Reports:

With each B5S5R valued at 5% your grade, you are to submit
four (4) SRRe out of 7 SRERs based on the required readings in ths
Cext as well as supplementary readings. Total S5Rs grade is 20%
of your overall grada.

Thege SRRa are to demonstrate that you have read the
required reading and at least cone (1) supplementary reading in
advance of their lecture/discussion date on the esurse ocutline.
Az such, the SERs are summariea of the major themes, argquments,
viewpolnts, etc presented in the readings. Proper sgurce [author,
year of publication, and page number(=2)] <itation is therefore
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essential o indicate the source of a particulas srgument or
viewpoint, The purposa of these SRRs is to provide veu an
cpportunity ke think critically about the course readings and to
write an condensed, summarized essay that synthesizes thelr maiox
arguments oFr Viewpolinca.,

Thege SRFs are to be submitted on a ONE PAGE paper. This
papsr must be wordprocessed, single spaceT or duuble spaced but
MUST ONLY BE ON CMNE SIDE OF X PAGE. Note: SRR= are to be
SUDMiLLen Derore C DEQinNE on 2 dus datas,

SERs due dates are fixed unless they are changed by me. WO
excepticons wWill be granted unlessz in cases of crisis or
emergency. Should a crisis or emergency arise that will pravent
you Erom submitting your SS5Rs =n time, sald situation must be
documented in writing te my satisfaction. Late work received
without a verified excuse will have a 0.5 deducted for each day
of lateanesg.

Hote: It is witally important’ that you take grear care, not
only with what you write but, with how you write. This
necegsitates that yoy pay attanticn to assay writing
format/requirements of sentenmce construction, spslling, etc.

I, therefore, strongly advise that you make use of tha Writing
Centre in Room C3IL11A.

Individual Participation:

Individual participaticn grades will be calculated based
upon attendance. Attendance is important not only to your final
grade but also to your understanding of what is being discusszed.
Therefore, I will from time to time, five (8) times to be exact,
take a roll eall by circulating an attendance sheet. Earch
registered attendance iz equal to 2% of your grade, amounting to
a total of 10%, However, if an occasion arises that necessitates
your absence from class for a day or a period of time, let me
know in advance. I will arrange with you to go over what your have
missed during one of our office houre but you will not receive an
attendance grade.

Grades:
Regearch Paper 0%
(inclusive of B for
topical outline and bibliography),

Twer Take-home Assignments (15% each) 10%
Four {4) SRRa 20%
Individual Participation 10%

Fiwa (5) Attendance (2% each)

Total 100%




courge Policies:
l: Reconaidaration of gradas:
Learners who are net =atisfied with their grades have the

SoElon of
Eollowing

A
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having their papers re-evaluated. However, the
stipulations apply-

Requeses for reconsideération must be made within one
week from the date that the graded paper was returned,

Learners must present in Wwriting why they disagree with
my grade, This is to ensure that I fully grasp what
you have presented.

1 will consider your arguments and re-evaluate your
paper. The grade will remain the same or it may go up.
It will never be reduced but more times than not it
will remain the same.

No opportunity will be given for a rewrite af a paper.

2: Academic behavior:
Tou will respect the rights of all memberz of the class
[instructor included.)

This means na private gossip sessions during
lecture/discussion sessions that distract other
learners or prevent them from hearing the main
diacussion going on.

This alsg means stating your opinions, ideaa, and
igsues in eclass in a way that does not offend sthers.

This means being on time, ready to begin class sn time,
az well as staying through the period.

31 Academic dishonesty:

You will not present the work of others as vour own. Any
incident of academic dishonesty or plagiarism will lead to a
failing grade,



