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Three Journnls

. Each joumal s dus the firsl claszs of zach month, heginnine in Cetaber,

r Each pourmal iz worth 3 mavamum of 1,5 stanines. However. all journals will be
sraded using a benclunark of |,

. Journals musl specify vour name and goarse and number.

' Joornals can only be submitied @5 cmail communicaiion. They must be sent
as 3 regular email message, not as an attachment

' Auvything penaimng te seciotoey, class discussions or lectures, class intermctiog,

or course abservations and sugeestions, 15 a suitable topie, No vesenrch is
necessary of expeacted The purpose (5 10 allow mioomal communlcatron with the
INSELCIoT

Final Exam

a Theexam will be entirely multiple choice. and will be hased onfy an the
introddue tory text by Henshin ol al,
. The mark on thns will be seflecled us @ stanine yrade from 1-9,

Reading Sununaries

. Everyone will have 3 ¢chunces o provide an oral summary of the concepls
vxpressed in each reading. Thig will be praded on a 1-3 basis,

. Thie bwas best marks wall count tewand vour overall glanine tolaj

. You will not be told in advance which day T will call oo vou. I you are nat in

class when your name is called oul, vou will furfeil that appartunity,

Driscussion Bonns

. Evervone may (hut nor pecessarily will) i2ceive a bonus mark Bazed om a
combination of the frequency and quality of the partigipation

= Duscussion postimgs on webCT also will be eopsidered class participation

. You will be ebgible for 2 bomus mark only L vou display commitment o the

course by reading and completing the required assimmnents. Altheush anendonce
£ s releviant o the reguder assignnients for the cowese, 15 taportant 16 vone
eligitality tar u béwes mrark. 3 vou are .'.J'-!'l.!:'ﬁ;r:_;‘br mure than 5 clagses, vow wll
wal recetve a@ bomus grade

L=




. The bonus mark will have g rynge of 1-3, If vou receive 3 bomus mark, # will be
added (o your overall grade wial prior 1o is conversion 1o a percentage.

. The course bus ¢ webCT discussion farumn, [will Tead It periadically, but 1will
Lo s ipadle wdess Tequested W do S0, Your participation an Usis, as 1o class
descussion, 15 net mandatory, bot if you do sontribute L might gain 3 better sense
of your everall cootrbubion to our discussipns,

Tabulation of marks

The total of all stwnne mirks available far assignments is 195, Your murks will be
totaled oul of this number, i percentage will be obtaimed, and the percentage will he
reconverted 1o a final stanme grade according to the following 1abla:

Stanme Crade Percentage Equivalent

Q0 - 10
50« 89
075
00 - 63
a3 - 50
0 -34
J00 . 44
20-39
F- 19

= b b ods oo D - W WD

WNOTE:  {1) Noclass averagmg will be done, (23 All marks will appear on web (T, If
vou are unfamjliar with this system. cmplovecs of the Bbrary well instroct vou o access.
Fowatee respeanstble for monitering vour grade Iinpra, aed informing me S a mark Hos
not aepeared for which vou deserve eredit

DISCUSSION SEQUENCE

As you consider the quesiions below for class diseussion, keep m mind 1at quick
Juilgments, or a quick expression of agreement o Jisagreement, is nol what |

expeet of you, Think comprehensively and mstghttully abow these questions. All classes
will begin with an overview discussion of the reading, and mave on to consideration of
specLiic 158UEs.
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Introduetion (o course
Readings 1«3, oo | &2

What kinds of questions might we label collectively a *sociological
perspective’?

What is the promise of sociology and Bow might it conneect with the
sociological imagination?

Frepare to discuss the biography vou live out, as biography s briefly
menlioned on page 1.

Why does Berger value jolts to self-conception? What does he meun by this?
Although stated as a broad comment abont socislogy. have vou ever
expericnoed this vourself?

What does ‘debunking” mean?

Betore reading these excerpts, had vou ever linked sports with religion?

Do some of the lindings referred to by Coakley reflect what vou have
observed in sporiz?

Assume you ave o sociologists whose area is sport. What analvsix would vou
bring forward for discussion? Analysis requires you to think of questions to
be raised, tentative ceneralizationy, and challenges for Tuture ins estigation.

Readines 5 - 7

What is vidue-Tree sociolegy and s it achievahle? What social conditions
might bring us close to such a state, and what conditions obstruct or nullify
its realizarion”

Is it self-deceptive to think that social resenrch can provide a realistic,
reliable, and accurate analysis of social life?

What docs Brewer mean by "epistemological jsspex™?

What sensitivities are vital to solid, reputable, and valushle research?

Readings § - 117 Intro 3

Speculate: what is culture? What do veu think of when we refer to
subculrores, and multcultoralism?

What are folkways and mores?

What is the assumed value of symbaols, and are you persuaded by White that
they are fundamental t6 human existence?

Ldentily a couple of norms and mores that have powerfully influenced vour
Life.

Is there such a thing as authentic culture, and is virtual colture 3 less
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authentle form of 1?7 How can we evaluate “authenticity” to begin with?
Wiat is the difference between manifest and latent functions?

In what vespects can we say rape is culiural?

Ask voursclf the same guestion about cows in India.

Readings 12, 13, 16,17, Intro 4

What is clazx antagonism?

In Marxism, what relationship copnects the bourgeoisie, the proletariat, and
expluiintion?

What are the tenets of Tonnies” analysis, and do they assist us in any way
when consldering Mars’s idess?

How might you explain social imstitutions snd their purpose in social life?
Identify as many of them as vou can.

What is society? Yvhat is social stro¢ture?

Why write of orpanization and roles when referring (o the self?

What is the peneralized other?

Sociologists sometimes speak of social products. Speculate about what this
could mean. Mead sand the sell and the mind are social products. YWhat do
you think he meant by this statement?

What 15 an image? How does an image *hecome fself®? Should we interpret
imazes as social products?

Faplain Gerbper's criticism ol the question, "does television violence incite
real-lile violence™?

What is cultoral policy? Are the ideas of image and power, also introdueed
here, importantly wrapped ap with cultural policy®

Haw woold yon explain the statement on pape 84, that “|t]elevision tends to
cultivate and conflrm stable conceptions abont Hle™? How would yuu
explain the strocture of vielence?

Feadings 20 - 227 Intre 5

What are Gelfman's nutivas of the self, and how dao they compare with
Moead's views of it

Are the differences cited becween men’s and women's (alking conceptually
powerlul or merely seciological babbling?

Are there ecaamplex from vour own caperience that coincide with those
described in selection 227

Readlngs 71 - 74, Tniro 18
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Distingnish between collective behavinur and social movements.

What ix mass society?

Whnt theorics do the authors meation when they discuss social mpvomenia?
Are they logical?

Are all widespread movements soctal movements?

Ask yoursell the samie questions about erowd behaviour and social change.
Wihat are mpdernization and postmaoderaity?

What is a social movement? Ix it the same thing as social change? I not,
whalt is social change, and in what ways might it be aligned with social
mevements?

Critically evaluate the propositions listed by Freeman.

D you belong, or bave you been part of, social movements?

What is the relationship between organization and outecome?

When a eroup is co-opled. what has oecureed?

Do vou clagsily apimal rights activists as members of a social movement?
Does it meet Freeman's eriteria?

Can you think of gronps vying for your support?

is abortion the core of social movements in all the conntries jooked at by
Hadley!

What is anomic in Dorkheim’s perspective?

Do you think he wonld detect it in curvent Cangdlan society? 1 so, what
might he say 1o us about aurslves?

D}o you think Durkheim’s logic of spcicty as the moral authiority in our lives
i solid? YWould you discuss your society in a similar manner?

Critically evaluate Durkheim's outline of the discipline of society. on pages
478 and 4749,

What does Weber intend 1o communicate when he writes of dizenchantment?
Have yvou ever expericnced this?

Is disenchaniment Weber's term for what Durkbeim was talking about?
Does Canada have pational mores? I sa, are they sufficient 1o establish
national celierence What is coberence?

What is your respense to the comments on television written on page 3567
In the last reading, what do the suthors mean by “reconstituting the social
world™?

Readmgs 33 & M; Intro b

Is it reasanable to sssume there is no classless or unstratified society? I so,
can you think of other reasonable assumptions that would serve as different
starting peinis?

What Is social stratification?

£
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What is social mobility and what influences it sociologically?

Are you motivated by strmtification considerationy? What rewards are
inducements for you? What rewards are svailahle in our soclety?

Ane the rewands sullivient (o create Joyalty ro, ag apposed [0 iere
compliance with, this socieny?

What do seciologists mean by sucial inequality, and what contributes 1o or
reduces it?

Repdinps 50 - 32,37 Inlra 7

What is meant by sexual ovientation?

Would we be hetter of{ saciologically if we saw sexuality in the broadest
terims imaginable, without contemplating people’s orientations?

Why do we become preosccupied with bow many sexnal purtners people
bave? How sociologically informative and valuable {5 this information®
Has reading 32 impacted your understanding of sexuality, differences in
soviety, ete.? What generalizations ahout sexuality are genuvinely viahle?
What s sex diserimination to Benokraitis? “What are some of its subtle
manifestations? Have you seen, participated in, or personally experienced
such discrimination?

What is pender <trafification?

Readings 33 & 40; Ino 8

Drawing from these iwo excerpes, offer a conceptual explanation of race and
elhnicity,

Why are these politically volatile concepis?

Yvhat are the sonls of black folk that Do Bois refers 167 1s his declaration
generalizable te other groups?

What is Colling” point about controlling images? Can vaun think of other
wronps to whom her ideas could be applied?

Roadings 23 - 260 Ioiro 1)

What are the characteristies of bureaueracy?

Are the characteristies different in an ideal, compared 16 2 real
bhurcancracy?

Lo our calture, we eften apply the word *dysfunctional” ts varions conrexts,
Bureaucracy Is one such context. s the very idea of dyvsfunction helpful to
ny?!




14,

What is the socivlogieal value of *primary groups"? Aren’t all groups the
same? Why does Cooley spend time on this comcept?

What bs “MeDonaldization’? Conjecture on what Cooley and Weber might
iay about it and Japanese stiguetic,

What are corporations, and do their business practises invariably lead to
nutcomes evident in this group of readings?

Readings 46 & 47, Inma 1]

What is allengsted labonr? Before you read chapter 46, did vou have other
interpretations of alienation?

What are commodities?

In Marxist terms, what is objectification?

Disappeaving work ix given a deeper anulysic in this reading assignment than
we are osually exposed to. What social context is brought to onr affention™
What assumptions about community, social influence, ete.. are presentin the
analysis?

Readings 49 & 50; Infro 12

Who or what are the power elite? Is tUhis more than a Tancy tabel?

What makes any body of people an elite? Whar creates subardinacy?

[roes MacKinoon's sociological analysis of porncgraphy contain features
simidar to Mills™ analvsis of power?

Do yau find Mackinuon's position on the liberal analysis of pernography, as
stated on the bottom of page 295, persuasive?

Are obscenity and porpography the same thinp?

Readings 27 & X5 Inkeo Lo

Explain seme connections between deviance and labheling themy?

How might deviance and gender overlap?

Have you ever been considered deviant, in your ewn or athers® cyes?
Remember that this is a social category that ean mean more than a single act
of misbehaviour.

Did you have a viewpoint oo deviance when vou started the course?

Can we organize ours lives withour resorting to deviance as a social concept,
and witiont thinking of it as a form of behavieur?
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Readings 32 - 24, lniro 13

What is a family? There are many varieties of groupings that people refer tn
a familics. Assuming you identifly wembership in = family, how do you
deseribe vours?

What social assumptions support o preference for romantic and arranged
marriages?

Is there an objective reality in marriage? What is abjective reality? Would
you athl to or delete [rom the questions mentioned in the last full paragraph
on page 3177

Droies divorce signify the erogsion of confideuce in marriage?

Do you pgree that fatherhood is declining? 1f so, do vou detect a relationship
between marriage and constructive fatherhood? What is fatherhood?

Readings 33 - 5B, #0, [nfro 14

Before reading these chapters, did vou think religion had a sacinlogical
function? Could you have imagined it mizht have economic Implications?
Do vou consider Weber's analvsis inteltecioally credibie?

What is rationality? VWhat relationship does Weber see between it and
veligion?

What is Weber's intent when be writes of ‘¢thos*?

What does Hunter have in mind when writing of culture wars?

Broes Hunter cogently develop his analysis?

Cultural wars can grab hold of any issne in society, but Hunter's allesation is
that religion is a significant medium of such conflict in the United States.
Doy cultural warfare exist in Canada, and if it does, identily the maost visible
conflict|s].

What dis/similarities do vou perceive regarding women and their
relationship to whatever religion is important to vou, ond women's
relationship to Islam, a3 ountlined in reading 5377

What illuminates, validates, activates, uur inferpretations of religlons rext?
Consider some of the diflferences between schonling and edaeating.
What histerical and poelitical allegations about education are presented hy
Bowles and Ginris?

What is the connection between stratification and edwcation”

Can you foresee a day when all schooling will be accomplished through evber
conuections? If this transpires. would this change the purposes and implicit
ideclogy of schools stipulated in these readings?

Remdings rd - 66, M Ino 17
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. What is urbanization? Are Simmel's and Wirth's Ideas about cities
compatible? Do thelr apalvses convinee you!

- Do vou contur with S{mmel’s psvchological depiction of wi b fife, us
expressed on page 1047

. What can an analysis of the real vstate ndustey tell us about arban
existence? YWhat can it tell us about the politieal structure of sur society?

. Durning’s position ontlines more than sne reason for defending cultural

diversity. Know the reasons, and prepare to discuss the kinds of support
does be advocates for indigenous people.

% Readings 61 & 63, [omo 15

v Explain health.

. Cap you speculate what structural feactionalism is, hased on  Par<ons'
discusshon of the secial structure of medicine? And what features of
medicine does he say are strucioral?

v In contempaorary society, what concepts of medicine compete for our
altegiance? When we sometimes talk about 2 medical establishment, do we
visualize what Par<ons writes abuut, or is it another *entity™?

. What response do you ave to the deseription of the patient's role?

. Recently. writings have appeared that copnect our beliefs aboul and
pracuses of. masculinity. (o our stute of health. Do vou think masculinity is a
threat to health?

. Do yaw think you will understand differently what health is when vou are
old, compared to what yeu think il is today?
. When should we allow for cultural differences despite our unease or

disagreement? When should we disrevard strictures of culturul difference,
and condemm whit we think we see?

. Whit parallels to “female mutilaton™ exist in our cultore thar merlt
candemnation? What social practises do you endorse, that could be seen o
the same light as those cited in reading 6372

3, Readings 43 - 43; [nto 9

. Why should socivlogists look at aping?
. What is gergntooracy?
. Do vou think ahout aging? If sa, what are vour perceptions, hapes, or fears

about growing old? Hew do they mesh with or diverge fram the accounts of
aging offered in these selections?
. Have vou ever had a close tic with an elderly persan? [f so, has this
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