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SOCI0LOGY 1000
Introductory Socioloiry

Grade Pranme Regiunal College
{Winter 2002)

Instructor: Alan Sexzl

{Mlice C4lD, 539-2011]
sCg a!rfggpm ahta

Office Mondays & Wednesdays 1430 - 1530
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 13.30. 415
{Or By appointment

Course Prevequisite: None

Course Deseription:  An examination of Lthe theory, methods, and substance of
socialogy, of how socienties and mdividuals are shaped and medified. Culture,
socialization, deviance, stratification, group proGesses, industrialization and social
movements will be coversl

Text:

Sogiolpgy: A downsto-earl appeoach, Second Conadicn Editvon - Henshn, Clenday,
Duity, and Pupo

Assignments:
Three Focus Papers
- These are based on the Crarcal Thinkmg Cuestiony found at the end of each

chapter
. Due dates:  The Tast Monday in January, February, and March.




All assignments must be typed and daoble-spaced. They ¢annol exceed 3
pages.

All Focys Papers will be graded on a |4 system

There i a latvness prosiiy of 1 stanine per day, A l-stanine penalty per day
will be applied, including weekends. If voun do hand it in late. or on the due
date, but at a time¢ when you're unceriqin if 1 am on campus, have another
faculty member or regular employee of the college sign and date it. and
indicate in which area of the College s'he is emploved. Initials are not
acceptable and signatures must be legible,

Focus Papers are not meant 10 have full discussion and analysis. They are for one
purpose only  You must tell me what questions or tvpes of guestioning you would
use or ignore if you were sctually to analyze the topic vou sefect, And you must
explain your use or aon-use of these questions/approsches.

All work must clearly stipulate vour name, 1D number, and course and section
numbers, You may hand hard copies of all assignments, or email them to me, If
you email the assignment, you don’t have 14 doublesspace the text Disks are not
seeeptable [ you select the email approach. please write them as regular email
messages, of Copy amd paste mto your émail format Attachments are not handled
well by my computer

Ciraminar 13 Inportant to communicating precise meamne, Grammar will sot be
valued as highly s content, but it will be evaluated, and therefore can affect vour
mark

Focus Paper Questions
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Can someone who 15 heterosexval study homosexaals?

Why would anyvone want to study the personal recards of dead peeple?

Is it appropriate ta lie to & research subject?

Are all cultures equally vahid?

[s sexual anientation simply the product of a person’s culftural upbanging?
Why do teenagers rebel against authonty®

Socialization is intended to furm us into conforming members of society, Ulsing
this ps a beginning perspective. explain why many people deviate from social
nOTmS.

Do hwmans need verbal and non-verbal forms of communication?

Why do peverty and socially ineguality persist in Canagla?

As some forms of work become more and more *facelets” due to advances in
lechnology, will gender inequality among workers be minimized?

Has the push toward gender equality led to women who mimic men®

ks ethnic or cultural assimilation of immigrants to o dominant culture the enly
waorkable public palicy for North America?

Droes computer (echnology offer the best promise for Canada of & wonderful
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What is a sociological perspective” What general questions are central to this
perspective?

What do you think the authors mean when they sav 4 difference exisis between
socinlogtcal and cutmnunseise understanding? [p. 21]

What theories are introduced in thess chapters?  Begin to think about which of the
theories mentioned, if any, you are drawn 10 a5 a good basis for explaining human
experience? In 4 future Esoussion we will come back to this question

What is the difference between a macro and a micro perspective?

Which socioiogists are introduced in Lhis set of readings, and what are the primary
teneis of their contributions to the field?

What i3 the différence between primary and sccondary analysis?

If vou were applying Durkbeim’s concept of social facte [p 13] to your own hves,
what would you identity as pertinent? Is there intellectual and sociclo pcal value in
distingsishing berween interpretation and fact?

Durkheim alsa wrote of the value of social integration in humans’ bves. What did
hee Team by this, and can you imagine implications of integration not mentioned in
the text? _

The section on vahidity [p 38] uses religion as an example. Prepure o discuss the
question rased. how should we measure religiosity? And should we bothar 1) ask
it? What makes any question 2 worthwhile pursuit?

Should we bun research-sponsorship by think tanks? future?

Some sociclogists believe work is imponant because it provides status and
meaning. 17 this is s, what cxplains the eagerness of many individuals to retire as
snon as possble?

Is sovereipnty for Quebec imevinable?

How woold participants in successfil partnerships consider the division of
houschold wark?

Can education be a liberating social influence?

Might social pressure Jead high school students become violent”

Compared 10 the Usited States 1 moch Jarger percentage of /Canadians repont
having no religious affiliaion. What might aceount for this difference?

Why is social class a factor in the rehgicus preferences of residents in Canada’?
Canadians are not equally Fkely to become sick or Injured  Can this difference le
explainad, af least partly, by referring to sex and socidl elass?

H you could decrease crime in Canadn, what strategy(1es) would you adopt?

s eatly intervention inld the lives of chddren considered *at risk” justitiable!

If you were a city planner whose proposals weee opposed by developers, how
could you resolve the conflice of interests?

Are social movements a problem or a solulion for our soeery?
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Three Journals

. Each journal is due the first class of sach month, beginming in January,

. Each jonmnal ia woeth  maadiow 0 1.5 sianines. However, all journals will be
graded using a benchmark of 1.

. Journals must be ot Jeast one page if typed, and two pages if writrten out, They
must be double-spaced and specify the course and section numbers,

. If you email me your assignment, you don't have to double-space it Anything

pertaining 1o sociology, class discussions or lectures, class interaction, or course
observations and suggestions, is & suitable topic  Na research is necessary or
expected. The purpose i 1o allow infiormal communication with the instructor

Five Quizzes

. All guizzes will be taken during the layt class of the specified weeks., You
must inform me in the next week if you are unable to meet the requirement
during the specified time. If you do not disclose to me that the schedale is
difficult for you (for appropriate veasons), I will not allow other
arrangements to be made,

. Chapters | -4 - Week of January 21.26

. Chapters 16 - I8 - Week of Febrvary [1-16

. Chapters 5 -9 - Week of March 11-15

. Chapters 10« 12 - Week of March 25-29

* Chapters 13 - 15 - Last week of ¢lasses

* Each quz will be given a percent and then converted 1o a stanine from 1-9, At the

end of the term, &ll quiz grades will be averaged into a single stanine mark out of
%, This will be added to the total of your other marks,

Discussion Bonos

. Evetyone may (but not necessartly will) recerve a bonus mark for the QUALITY
of vour class discussion, based on & combination of the frequency and guality of
the parficipation

. Discussion postings on webCT will be considersd ¢lass participation

. You will be eligible for 2 bonus mark only if vou display eammitment 12 the course

by reading and completing the required assignments. Althongh attendance is mot
velevant to the regular assignments for the course, it is important to your
eligibility for a bonus mark. 1M you are absent for more than 5 classes, you
will not reccive a bonus grade.

. The bonus mark will bave a range of 1-3 1 you receive a bonus mark, 11 will
added 1o your overall grade 1otal prior to its conversion to a percentaue



% The course has & webCT discusson forum | will read it periodically, but T will
not participate unless requested to do =0, YYour participation in this, &s i ¢lass
diseossion, 15 not mandatory, but 1f vou do contribute | might gain a better senge of
your vyerall conbibudon woow Biscussions, T wifl weat webCT involvemen of
this type as | would mn-class comments.

Tabulation of marks

The total of all stanine marks available for assignments |5 255, Y our marks will be
totaled out of 25,5, u percentage will be obtained, and the percentage will be reconverted
o & final stamne grade sccording 1o the followaing table,

Stanine Orade Percentage Equivalent

Q) = [ K
B0 - B
T2 =79
G5 =71
57 = fud
50 - 36
45 - 40
26 - 44
(- 258

= o 3 WA ] BB

MNOTE: (1) No class averaging will be done, {2 All marks will appear on webCT If
vou ave uniamiliar with this svstem, enmplovess of the library will instruct you o0 gccess,
You ar¢ responsible lor moniloring vour grade input, and informing me that 2 mark
has not appeared for which vou deserve credit.

DISCLUSSION SEQUENCE

Aa you consider the questions below tor class discussion, keep in mind that guick
judgments, or a quick éxpression of agreement or disagreement, iz not what |

expect of vou, Think comprehensively and insiehtiully sbout thess questions. All classes
will begin with an overview discussion of the reading, and move on 1o consideration of
spesific 1ssues

1 [ntroduction (o course

I



2, Chapters 1 & 2

What kinds of questions might we label collectively a
“suciological perspective’?

What is positivism, and what was/is it impact on sociological
analvsis?

Prepare a explanation of seme core details of the sociological
standpoints of Weber. Mary, Durkheim, and feminist analysis.
What is conflict theory? How would you explain
postmodernism?

What differentintes reliability from validity? How do they Tt
inte sociological research?

3 Chapters 3 & 4

L ]

What is culture? What do we think of when we refer Lo
subtaltures? What do we think we mean by multicubiuralism?®
What thoughts oceur 1o you when you read Bibby's comment
on multicnlturalism and identity [p. 61]7

Of what sociological value are sections on couwnterculiures,
cultural change, cultural relativity, and global enlture?

How would yuu explain material and non-material culture?
Why differentiate between ideal and real culture?

What are folkways and mares?

Prepare to discuss your reaction to the opening section at the
fop of page T2. What explains vour reaction?

What value to sociology do the authors of this book assign to
Charles Cooley, George Mead., and Sigmund Freud?

What do socielogists mean by 8 social product? Did Mead
have a valnable idea when he said the self and the mind are
social products? Whart did he mean by this statement”

What secivlogical questions oceur to yon when you view the
icture on page 897

How would you explain gender? Whal considerations come to
mind when thinking about the focus question of page 817
ldentify a couple of narms and mores that have powerfully
influenced your life.

What do sociologists mean by rationality? Why did Weber
and Mars link rationality to alienation? Whar is alienation?
Why inquire about language in a survey book on sociology?

Iz there such a thing as authentic culture, and is virtual eulture
a less authentic form of #t? How can we evaluate "authenticin”
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to begin with? Are there nniversal standards that can help us
in this?

What is the difference between manifest and latent functions?
[ave vou ever experienecd resocialization?

Chapters 16 & 18

Chapter 5

How do the anthors explain deviance and labeling theory?
How might deviance and gender averlap?

Are references to primary and secondary deviance helpful to
our understanding of people?

What linkages connect power, anthority, aod deviance? Are
these connections smooth ar rongh? What social faclors might
affect the smoothness or the ronghness of the link?

Have you ever beeu considered deviant, in your own or others’
eyes? Remember that this is a social category that can mean
more than a single act of misbehaviour.

What theories are cited in this chapier on deviance?

Did yvou have a viewpoint on deviance when vou started the
course? Do the theories cited in this chapter mainly explain or
challenge your previous understanding of deviance?

Can we organies ours lives without resorting Lo deviance as a
social concepl and thinking of it as a form of behaviour?

What iz social change?

Distinguish between collective behavioor and social
movenenis.

What is mass sociefy?

What theories do the authors mention when they discuss social
movemenls? Are they logical?

Are all widespread movements social movements?

Ask yourself the same questions about erowd behaviour and
social change.

What are modernization and postmodernity?

What are social istitutions? What is socialization? How are
they linked?”

In what ways are marriage, religion, and education, ¢xamples
of social institutions?

What is society?
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Chapters 7 - ©

What is social siructure? Do the authors needlessly dramatize
it effects?

What is a status symbol? Following the points on g 101, what
symbaoly do yon employ to communicate your sintus{es)?

Do you accept the description of leadership styles and their
differing value to society? Do you gravitate toward one ty pe,
or combination of, leadership more than another?

Is morality just another form of group think?

Do you detect in your own lives evidence of role conflict or role
strain?

Is there a primary veference group in your life?

Develop a critique of the chart on page 97. Woold vou amend
il in any way?

Yyhat is social stratification? Do yoo agree with one position,
outlined on page 139, that it is inevitable?

What is caste?

What iz a class system? How does it connect to social
stratification?

What is social mobility snd what influences it sociologically?
What i meritocracy?

What do sociologisis mean by social inequality, and what
contributes to or veduces it? What theories attempt 1o explain
inequality?

What do sociologisis mean by status consistency”

What is ideology?

What is dependency theory?

What de the authors mean by the “dvoamics of poverty™?
Answer the question under the piclure on page 134,

How do the authors explain patriarchy and gender? Why
incorporate a discussion of gender, race, ethnicity, and nge
with an exploration of inequality? What general under-
standing of inequality do you have after reading this set of
chapters?

What is gender stratification?

Have you seen or personally experienced gender differences in
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Chapter 11

Chapter 12

sporis?

What is race? What is ethnicity?

Why are these politically volatile concepis?

Wit s assnnilation, and its celationship to minoeritics?
What sociological explanations do 1he authors provide for
‘mingrity, ethoicity, and racism™!

Why should seciologists look af aging?

What is gerontocracy?

Do you think about aging? Il se, what are your perceptions,
hopes, or fears aboot growing old?

Have vou ever had a close tie with an elderly person? If so, has
this influenced your perceptions of that period of people’s
lives?

Do you think vou will understand differently what health is
when you are old, compared to whal yoo think it is teday?

What ire the characteristics of bureaveracy?

Are the characteristics diffevent in an ideal, compared to a real
bureavcracy?

How can a bureavcracy be dysfunctional? Is the very wdea of
dysfunction helpful o vs in any way?

What are capitalism and socialism? Within each there are
categories and degrees of difference. Prepare an explanation of
them.

How would you describe a corporation, an oligopoly. corporate
capitalism, and medium of exchange?

What meanings does “economy” have?

Why should sociologisty study corporations? What do we refer
to when we speak of corporate culture?

Contrast power, authoritarianism, and authority. What kinds
of authority are mentioped in your text?
How would you apply the concepts of power and authority to
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the social institutions we have discussed?

Is our society more inclined toward one type of authority than
another?

What is a seapegom? Boey our sociely creale scapegoats?
What is conformin?

Chapters 13 & 14

What is a family? There are many varieties of groupings that
people refer to as families, Do you see your family in the
depictions offered in the chapter on the family?

speculate about whether romantic marriage is a more or tess
reliable basis for an enduring marriage, than is arvanged
marriage.

Axsess the logic and reasoning of the lisi of reasons why people
divoree.

What do the authors have in mind when they mention
“patterns of descent™

What is the hidden curriculnm io edueation? Do vou think it
exists only in formal schooling experience?

Before reading these chapters, did you think religion had a
soviological fanction? I s0, how docs it compare 1o the
authors’ statements?

Explain the types of religions organizations addressed in
chapter 14,

Was Mary accurate when he wrote the quote on page 3502
Consider some of the differences between schooling and
educating,

What functions of schooling do the anthors cansider
important?

Why is academic tracking sociologically interesting?

Can you foresee a day when all schooling will be sccomplished
through cyber connections?

What is meant by an *incomplete institution’, mentioned on
page 3247

Explain health.
What concepts of medicine compete for our alleginnce?
Why talk about a medical establishment?

10



Recently, writings have appeared that purport to conuect onr
beliefs about and practises of, masculinity, (o our state of
health. Do you think masculinity is a threat to bealth?

What do rhe aurhors mean by a disabling envirenment?

Chapters 17
. What are demography, and demoegraphic transition?
. What is urbanization?

What political conditions have *pushed” urbanization in this country?
What sociological theorics are presented to explain urbanization?
What ideas would come Lo your minds if 1 asked you 1o plan for a

susiainable environmeni? How might we contemplaté the meanings
of “sustainable™?
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