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SOCTOLOGY 1000
Intredugtory Socinlogy

Cirande Praine Rewonn| College

(Fall 2062

Instructos; Adan Segal
Office: 41, 539-20] |
ussalisiopre ab,ca

Ofligs hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 1500 - 15.50
Tuesdays & Thursdays 1745 - 14.20
Or By appoinhment

Course Prevequisite:  Mone

Conrse Desepiplion:  An exanination of the theory, methods, and substanee of
seciology, of how societies and mdividuals are shaped and modified. Cultore,
spcializalion, deviance, stralification, group processes, industrialization and social
mavements will be covered.

Text:

Seeing Ohrselves: Cluysie, contemporary, gnd crose-cultural readiney in Jaciolagy, Fifth
Felition, - John Macians & Nijole Benokrnts

Assignments:
Two Focos Papers
. These are based on the Hsl ofquestions foomsd below.

’ Due dates: The first ¢lass of October and November, Al written work must he
submmitted by email, as a regular message. Do wor send 1 ay an attackment




Assignments camos excecd ¥ payes.

Focus Papers will be graded on a 1-4 gystem.

There is a lateness penalty of 1 stanine per day, ineluding weckends.

Focun Papers arc not mcant to have full discussivn wind amelysis, They are fivr one
purposs only, You must tell me what questions, or types of questigning, you
would uge o ignore i you were aclually to analvze the mpic vou select. And Yol
st explin your use or non-use of these questions/spproaches. The goul bere is
a framework For imvestigation, not discussion or conclusions.

All wark must elearly stipulate yoor name, T nmber, and course and section
riuinbers.

Ciramear 15 impodtant o calmumcaling precise meaning. Gramma will not be
valued a8 lughly a5 content, but it will he evaluated, mid therefore can afTeet your
k.

Focus Paper Questions
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Cun someone who is heterosexual study lomosexuals?

Wiy would anyone want (o sludy the persanal records of dead people?

Is il appropnate 1o lie o a rescarch subjoct?

Are all caltures cqually salud?

Why do teenagers rebel against authority?

Socialization i3 inlended to tum us Bl conforming members of sociely. Why.
then, do people deviate from social norms?

Lo humans need verbal and non-verba] fornis o communication?

Why do poverty and socually mequalily persist in Canada?

As somie [orms of work become more and inare “faceless” due to advances in
technolopy, will gender inequality among workers be minimized?

Flas the push toward gender equality led 10 women whe mimic men?

Is ethmic or cultursl assimilation of inmigranis 1o a dominant coliure 1he only
workable public policy for Morh America?

shoubd we ban rescarch-sponsorship by think 1anks?

Bome sociologisis believe work is important because it provides status and
meaning. [Fibig is so, what explaing the earemess of some ndividuals to retire a3
S043N a5 possible?

Do partners 1n successiul relationships consider the divizsion of homsehald work
when they gauge the suecess?

Can education be u liberating socinl influsnce?

Might social pressure lead high school students hecome vielent?

Compared o e United States a muel lwger percentage of Canadians remI
lraving no religious alfiliativn, What nught aécount for ths difference?

Is social class a [motor in the relighous preferences of residents i Canada?
Canadians are net equally likely to became sick or injured. Can this difference be



explained, at Jeust partly, by referring to sex and social elass?

If vou could decrease critne in Cinada, what sirategviies) would vou adopt?
[s early interventson mio the lves of children considered *a risk! Justifiable?
[F wou were a city planner whose proposals were opposed by developera, how
cauld you resolve the conflict of intecests?

Are social movements a problem or a solution for our society?

Three Journals

Each journal is due the first class of each manth, beginnim 2 in Oclober.

Euch journal s worlh 2 maximim of 1.5 stanines. However, all journals will be
graded using » henchmark of 1.

Journals must be at least one page, They must specif: ¥ your tarme, aid course and
section numbers. Remember that wrilten work most be sent ag an email HESERNE.
Angthing pertaining to sociology, class discussions or lectures, class interaction,
Or course observations and suggestions, is a suitable topic, No research is
hecessary or oxpected. The purpose is to allow informal comomnieation with [he
nstructor,

Two Quixzzes

Both quizzes will be multiple chose or true-false questioning, and will be taken
during the Tast class of the specified weeks. You muss inform me i the mexr wesk
if viow are wnalle 1o meet the reguirement duroy the apecified rine, I vom do pot
disclove to me this the schedvle ts difficult for veu {for dpprageiide reayons), |
will ol alfow other arraigenents 1o be made.

Quiz 10 All readings we have covered from 1 - 38 - Week of October 7 - 10
Quiz 27 All readings we have covered from 39 - 77 - Week of Noventher 18 - 21
Each quiz will be given a percent and then converted Lo o stanine front |-9. At the
end of the termy, both quiz grades will be avetaped o a single stanine mark out
of 9. This will be addad 10 the total of your other marks.

Dixcussion Bonus

Everyone inay (but not neceszanly will) recerve 4 bonus mark hased an a
combination of the Irequency i qualily o' the participation,

Diseussion postings on webCT also will be considered ¢lass participation.

You will be eligible far o banus mark ondy 1 you thaplay commitment to the
course by reading and completing the required assignments. Although asendance
i pot relevant jo the regular assigimenis for the course, it is smpartent 6 your
eligihility for a bonus mark, I )yoy are absent for more than 3 clievves, vou wilé
nof recerve o bonus grode. The number for the evening section s &
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. The bomiss mark will have a ramge of 1230 I you receive a boous mark, 1t will be
added 1o your overall grade total prior 10 ils conversion 6 o percenlage

. The course has a webCT discussion forune. [ will read it periodically, bur 1 will
not parlicipate unlees requeated (o do 5o, Your participation io this, as i class
dizeussion, is not mandatory, but i1 you do contribote 1 might gain a better sense
ol your overall conlribution o vur discussions.

Tabulation of marks

The total of all stamne marks avaitable for assignments is 17.5. Your marks will be
lotaled oot ef 17.5, & percentage will be obtained. and the percentage wall be recanverted
1 final stanine grade acconding Lo the fnliowing 1abhe.

Stanine Grade Percentage Equivalent

b - 1CH)
B -89
70 .74
6ith - (9
55-59
50 - 54
E [
2. 30
T E)

s Pl fea e Lhoh -] Baowm

NOTE: (1) No class averuging will be done. (2} AL marks will appear on webCT, If
vou are unfamiliar with this system, employees of the library will instruet you for access,
Youe cere respomsehle for monitoring vour prade inpue and yarmine me that o meark has
nof appeared for which vou deserve credic

DISCUSSION SEQUENCE

As you consider the questions below for class discassion, keep i mind tal quick
judlgments, or a quick expression of agreement or disapeement, s not what [
expect of you. Think comprehensively and insightfully about these questions, Al
ciasses will begin with an overview discussion of the reading, and move oo to
consideration of spevific BEuss
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Introduction to coyrse
Readings | -3

What kinds of questions might we label colleetively a “sociological
perspective’

What is the promise of sociology and how might it conneet with the
sociological Imapgination?

Whatever yonr gender, do yvou feel trapped by life?

Do we need cherished values? Do vou have any?

Prepare to discuss the biography vou live ant, as bidgraphy i< briefly
mentioned on page 3.

Why does Berger value jolts to self~conception? What does he mean by this?
Although stated as a broad comment aboul sociclogy, have vou ever
experienced this voursell?

What docs *debunking’ mean?

Before veading these excerpts, had you ever linked sporis with religion?

Do some of the findings veferred to by Coakley refleet whar vou haye
observed in sports?

Assume ¥ou are a sociologists whose area Is sport. What analysis would yon
bring forward for discussion? Analysis requires von to think of questions (o
be raised, tentative gencralizations, and challenwes Cor future investigation.

Readings 5 -7

What is valoe-free sociology and is it achicvable? What social conditions
might bring ns close to such a state, and what conditions abstruct or nullify
its realization?

Is it self-deceptive to think that secial research ean provide a realistic,
reliable, and aceurate analysis of social life?

What does Brewer mean by “epistemological issues™?

What sensitivities are vital to solid, reputable, and valuable research?

Readings 8- 11

Apeculate: what is culture? What do you think of when we refer ta
subcultures, and multiculturalism?

What are folkways and mores?

What is the assumed value of symbols, and are you persunded by White tha
they are fundamental to buman existence?

Identify a couple of norms and mores that have powerlully influenced your
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life.

Ix there such a thing as suthentic culture, and is virtual enlture a less
authentic form ol U7 How can we evaluate ‘authenlicity* to begin with?
What is the difference between manifest and lnlent luncilons?

In what respects] can we xay rape is coltural?

Ask yourself the same question about cows in India.

What Is social chiange?

Distinguish between collective behaviour and social movements.

What is mass soclety!

What theories do the anthors mention when they discuss social movements?
Are they logical?

Are all widespread movements social movements?

Ask yoursell the snme questions about crowd behaviour and social change,
What are moderatzation and postmodernity?

Readings 12 & 13

What is class antagonism?

In Marxism, what relationship connects the bourgeolsie, the proletariat, and
cxploitation?

What are the tenets of Tonnies® analysis, and do they assist us in any way
when considering Marxs bdeas?

Huow might you explain social institutions and their purpose in social life?
Identify ax maoy of them as you can.

What s socicty? What is social struciure?

Rembings 16 & 17

Huw are Dody, self, and conscionsness correlated with each other?

Why write of organization and rules when referving to the self?

What is the generalized othor?

Socialogists sometlmes speak of social products, Speculate about swhat this
could mean. Mead said the sell and the mind are socinl products, What did
you think be meant by this statement?

Wihat is an image? How docs an image *hecome itsell? Should we interpret
images as social products?

Explain Gerbner’s criticism of the question, *docy television violence incite
reak-life vielence?

Wihat s cultural policy? Are the ideas of image and power. also introduced
here, importantly wrapped up with cultural policy?

How would you explain the statement on page 34, that “[tfelevision tends 1o

]
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cultivate and confirm stable conceptions about life™ How would Yol
explain the structure of violence?
Readings 201 . 22

What are Goffman’s nations of the self, and how do they com pare with
Mead's views of it?

Are the differences cited belween men’s and women's talking conceptually
powerful or merely sociological babbling?

Are there examples from your awn experience that coincide with those
deseribed in xelection 227

Peadings 23 - 26

What are the characteristics of bureaucracy?

Are the characteristics different in an ideal, compared 1o a real
bureaneracy?

In our culture, we aften apply the word *dysfunctional® o various contexts,
Burcancracy is one sueh context. Is the very idea of dvsfunction helpful to
us?

What is the sociological value of *primary gronps’? Aren't all groups the
same? Why does Cooley spend time on this concept?

What is ‘MeDonaldization™? Conjecture on what Cooley and Weher might
say about it and Japanese etiquetre.

What are eorparations, and do thelr business practises invariably lewl to
outcomes evident in this group of readings?

Remdmys 27 & 25

Explain some connections hetween deviance and labeling theory?

How might deviance and gender overlap?

Have youn ever been considercd deviant, in your own or others® eyes?
Remember that this is a secial category that can mein more than a single act
of mishehaviour.

Did you have a vicwpoint on devianee when vou staried the course?

Can we organize ours lives without resorting fo deviance as s social concept,
andl without thinking of it as a form of behaviowr?

Readings 30 - 32

What is meant by sexval orientation” Is it really intended for some groups in
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society rather than for everyhody?

Would we be better off suciotogicully iT we saw sexuality in the broadest

terms imaginable, withont cantemplating people's orientations?

Why o we become presccapied with how sy sexual pariners people

have? How sociologically informative and valuable is this information?

Has veading 32 impacted yvour understanding of sexuality, dilferences in
society, cte.? What pencralizations about sexuality are genuinely viable?

Headmps 31 & 34

Is it reasonable to assume there is no classless or unstratified socicty? If so,
can you think of other reasonable assumptions that would serve as different
siarting pointy?

What is social stratilication?

What is social mobility und what influenees it sociologically?

Are you motivated by stratilication considerations? Whal rewards are
inducements for you? What rewards are available in our society’

Are the rewards sufficient to create layalty to, as opposed to mere
complizace with, this secfeiy?

What do sociologists mean by secial incguality, and what contributes to or
reduoces it?

Reéadmy 37

What is sex discrimination to Benokeuitis? What are some of its subtle
manilestations?

What is gender stratification?

Have you seen, participated in, or personally experienced such
discrimination?

What is subjective objectification?

Readings 30 & 40

Drawing from these two excerpts, offer a conceptual cxplanation of race and
cthmicity,

Why are these politically velatile concepts?

What are the souls of black folk that Du Hois refers to? s his declaration
generalizable to other groups”

What is Collius® point about controlling images? Can you think of other
groups (o whom her ideas conld be applied?
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Reahings 43 - 45

Why should soclologists look at aging?

What is gerontocracy?

D you think about aging? If so, what are your pereeptions, ho pex, or fears
about growing oll? How do they mesh with or diverge from the accounts of
aging offered in these selections?

Have you ever had a close tie with an elderly person? 11 so, has this
influenced your perceptions of that period of peaple’s lives?

Readingz 46 & 47

What is alienated labour? Belore ¥ou read chapter 46, did you have other
interpretaiions of alicoution?

What are commodities?

In Maorxist terms, what is objectilication?

Disappearing work is given a deeper analysis in this reading assiznment than
we are usually exposed to. What social context is bronght to our attention”
What assumptions ahout commuanity, secial influence, cie., are present in the
analysis?

Readings 49 & 50

Wha or what are the power elite? Is this more than a fancy label?

What makes any body of prople an elite? Whal ereates suhordinacy?

Does MacKionon's sociological analysis of pornegraphy contain features
similar to Mills™ analysis of power?

Da you find MacKinnon™s position on the lberal analysis of pornography, as
stiated on the boltom of page 295, persuasive?

Are obscenity and pornography synonyms of cach other?

Readings 32 - 54

What s 2 family? There are many varietics of groupings that peaple refer o
as families. Assuming you identify membership in a (amily, how da von
deseribe yours?

£
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What social assumptions support a préeference for romantic and arranged
marriages?’

Is there an objective reality in marriage? What is objective reslity? Would
you add to or delete from the questions aentioned in the last ol paragrapi
on page 3177

Dues divorce signify the crosion of confidence in marriage?

Do you agree that Gdtherhood is declining? If xo, do you detect a relationship
between warriage and constructive ftherhood? What s fatherhood”

Readings 55 - 57

efure reading these chapters, did you think religion had a sociological
Tunction? Could you have imagined it might have economic implcations?
Do vou consider Weber™s analysis infellectually eredible?

What is rationality? What relativuship does Weber see hetween it and
religion?

What is Weber's intent when he writes of ‘ethos'?

What doey Hunter have in mind when weiting of coliure wars?

Does Hunter cogently develop his analysis?

Cultural wars can grab hold of any issue in society, but Hunter's allegation js
that religion s a significant medivm of such conflict in the United States.
Does eultural warfare exist in Canuda, and it it does, identify the most visible
conllict|s].

Whalt dis/similarities do you perecive regarding woinen and thelr
relationship to whatever veligion is impaortant to you, and women’s
velationship tu Islam, ax antlined in reading 577

What illaminates, validates, sctivates, our interpretations of religious text”

Readings 58 & 60

Consider some of the differences between schooling and

educating.
What historical and pelitical allegations about education are presented by
Bowles and Gintis?
What is the connection between stratification and education?
Can you foresce 2 day when all sehooling will be aecomplished throu gh eyber
connections? IT this transpives, would this change the purposes and implicit
ideology of schools stipulated in these readings?

Readings 61 & 63

&1
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Expliin health.

Can youo speculate what structugal Munctionalism is, based on  Parsons®
discnszion of the social strocture of medicing? And whmt featires of
medicine doex he say are structural?

lu contemparary saciety, whal concopts of medicine com pete for our
allegiance? When we sometimes talk about a medical establishment, do we
visualize what Parsons writes about, or is it anether ‘entity"?

What response o you have to the deseription of the patient’s role?
Recently, writings have appeared thad purport to connect our helicfs abont
and practises of, mascalinity, to eor state of health, Do vou think
masculinity is a threat wo healih?

Do you think you will nnderstand differently what health is when you are
ohl, compared 1o what you think it is todsy?

When should we allow for enltural differences despite our unease or
disagreement? When should we disregard strictures of enltural oif fercnce,
and condemn what we think we see?

What parallels to female circomeision |matilation in the article] exist in our
culture that merit condemaation? What social praclises do you endorse, that
could be seen in the same light as these ciled in reading 637

Reudings 64 - 66

YWhat is urbanization? Are Simmel's and Wirth's ideas about cities
compatible? Bo their analyses convinee vou?

Do you coneur with Simmel's psychalogical depletion of urban Tife, as
expressed on page 3992

What can an analysis of the real estate industey tell us about urban
existence? What can it tell us abont the political structure of onr society?

Reading 74
Durning's position outlines more than one regson for defending cultural

diversity. Know the reasons, and prepare to discuss the Kindx of support
does he advocates for indigenons people.

Readings 71 - 73

What is a social movement? s it the same thing as social change? H not,
what Is social change, and in what wavs might jt be aligned with social

11



movements?

Critivally evaluate the propositions listed by Frecman,

Do you belong, or have you been part of, social movements?

What is the rehitivnship between erganizativn ol vuteome?

When a group is co-opted, what has occurred?

Do you classity animal rights activists s members of # social movement?
Does it mect Freeman®s eriteria?

Can you thivk of groups vying for your support?

Is abortion the core of social movementy in all the canntrics looked =1 by
ladley?

Readings 74 - 74

What is anomic in Durkbeim™ perspective!

Do you think he would detect It in corrent Canadian society? If s, what
might he say 1o us about ourselves?

Do you think Durkbelm’s logic of society as the moral authority in oor lives
is wolid? Would you have discussed your society in a similar manner?
Critieally evaluate Durkheim’s untline of the discipline of society. on pages
478 and 479.

What does Weber intend to communicate when he writes of disenchantment?
Have you ever experienced this?

Is disenchantment Weber's term for what Durkiielm was talking about?
Droes Canada have national mores? 10 so, are they sufficient to estabiish
natienal coherence!

Whalt is colierence?

Speculate about the criteria of modernity. Does sclection 76 fie modernity to
television o any way?

What is your response to the comments un television written on page 4867
In the last veading, what do the authors mean by “reconstituting the vocial
warld ™!



