SOCIOLOGY 10660
Introductory Sociology

Grande Praine Regional College bk o
2001/2002) 7 2oy

Instructor: Alan Segal

Office: CAT, 53%-2011
sezalfifupre ab.ca

Office hours:  Mondays and Wednesdays: 15 - 15.45;  Tuesdays and Thursdays:
1330 - 14.15  Or By Appoiniment

Course Prerpguizite: None

Coyrse Deserniplion:  An examination of the theory, methods, and substance of
sociology, of bow societies and individuals are shaped and modified, Culture,
sociahization, deviance, siralification, group ptocesses, mdustnalization and social
movements will be covered.

Lexts:
Sociology: A down-to-carth approach, Second Canadian Edition - Henslin,

Glenday, Dufly, and Pupo

Assimmenis:

Three Focus Papers

. These are based on the Critieal Thinking Chugstions Tound ol the end of each
chapier.
. You will chooze fhont amang the following.

Page 43: Questions -3, Page 68: Questions 1, 3 & 4. Puge ) Ouestions |




&I Page 124: Question 1. Page 162: Questions 2 & 3. Page 187:
Chiestions | & 2. Page 207, Cuestion 1. Page 253 Questions | & 2 Page
280: Cruestioms 1 & 3. Page 300 Question 3 Pape 328: Ouestion | Page
361: Questions 1-5.  Page 381: Questions | & 3, Page 402: Ouestions 1 & 3,
Page 420: Question 3. Page 453: Question 3,
Due dates:  September 17, October 8, Movember 19,
All assignments must be 1yped and double-spaced. They cannot exceed 3 pages.
All Focus Papers will be praded on 2 | -4 system.
There is 4 luteness penalty of 1 stanine per day. A |-stanine penalty per day
will be applied, including weekends, If you do hand it in late, or on the due
date, but at a time when | am not likely to be on campus, have another
faculty member or regular employee of the college sign and date it Initials
are not acceptable and signatures must he legible,
Focus Papers are nol meant 1o have full discussion and analvsis. They are lor one
purpase only. Yau must tell me what questions or types of questioning you would
use or ignare 1[ you were actually 1o analyze lhe topic you select And yvou must
cxplain your use or non-use of these questiona‘approaches.
All work must elearty stipolute vour name, [D number, and course and gection
numbers. You may hand hard copies of all assignments, or email them te me. If
you email the assignment, you don’t have to double-space the tex1. Disks are not
acceptable. I youn emal them, please write them as regular email messages, or
copy and pagie inte your emal] format, Atlachments are nod handled well by my
colmpLLer,
(sranumar 15 mmpettant [0 conmmunicating precise meaning. Grammar will not be
valued as highly as content, but 11 will be evaluated.

Three Journals

Each joumnal is dua the first ¢lass of cach month, beginning in October.

Each joumal 15 worth a maximum of 1.3 stanines, However, all journals will be
graded using a benchmark of 1.

Journals must be at least one page iFivped, and two pages if written out. They
nust be double-spaced and specify the course and scction numbers:

If vou email me your assignment, vou don™ have to double-space 1L Anvilnng
perlaiming 1o sociology, class discussions of leclures, ¢lass inleraction, or course
observations and suggestions, is a suiluhle topic. No research is necessary or
expecied. The purpose is 1o allow informal commumcation with the instructoe

Five Quitzes

All guiczes will be taken during the last elass of the specified weeks. You




must inform me in the next week if vou are unable to meet the requirement
during the specified time, If you do not disclose to me that the schedule is

difficult for you (for appropriate reasons), [ will not allow other
arrangements (o be made.

. Chapters | « 4 - Week of Seplember 17 - 21
. Chaplers 5 - 9 - Week of October & - |2

. Chapters 10-12 - Week of October 29 - Navember 2
. Chaptees 13- 15 - Week af November 26 - 30
- Each quiz will be given a percent and then converled to a stanine from 1-9. Al the

end of the term, all quie grades will he averaged into a single stanine mark out of
9, This will be added 1o the tatal of vour other marks.

Dizcussion Bonus

. Everyone may (bul not necessarily willl receive a bonus mark for the QUALITY
of your class discussion, based on a combination of the frequency and quality of
the participation. You will be chgible only of vou displav commitment to the
course by reading and completing the required assignments. Although
attendance is nol relevant to the regular assignments for the course, it is
important tv your cligivility for a bouus mark, If vou are absent for more
than 5 classes. you will not receive a bonus grade.

. The bonus mark will lave a range of 1-3, [If vou recelve a boous mark, it will
wihiled to your oversll grade total priot 10 ils conversion Lo a percentage,
. The course has a webCT discussion forum, [ will look in on it periodically, but |

will nol purticipate unless requested to do 0. Your partici palion in this, as in
class diseussion, is not mandatary, but if vou do contribute | might gain a belter
senge of your overall contribution t our discussions. 1 will treat webCT
mvalvement of this type &5 | would In-class comments.

Tuhulation of marks
The total ol all stanine marks available for pssiunments 18 25,5, Your marks will be

olaled oot or 255, 4 percentage will be abtamed, and the percentage will be reconverted
1o final stamine grade according 10 the follawing Wble,

Stanine Grade Fercenluye Equivalent
o oo - 100
% 80 - 89
T PR
[ a5 -7

L)




5 7 -4
4 30- 50
1 a5« 40
Z Ll =44
[ - 25

NOTE:  No class averaging will be done.

DISCUSSION SEQUENCE

As vou consider the questions below for class discussion. Keep in mund that guick
judgments, or a quick expression of agreement or disagreenient, is not what |

cxpect of you, Think comprehensively and insightfully about these guestions. All classes
will begin with an overview discussion of the reading, and move on to consideration of
spicific issues.

I Introducton 1o course

2 Chapters 1 & 2

- What is a sociological perspective? What general questions are
central to this perspective?
. What theories are introduced in these chapters?  Begin to

think ahout which of the theories mentioned, if uny, you are
driwn to a3 4 good basis for explaining human experience? In
a future diseussion we will come back to this guestion,

. What is the differcnce between 3 macro and a4 micro
perspective?

. Which sociologists are introduced in this set of readings, and
what are the primary tenets of their contributions to the fetd?

. What is the difference between primary and secondary
analvsis?

. 1T you were applying Durkheim’s concept of social facts |p. 13]

to your own lives, what would vou identily as pertinent? s
there intellectual and sociological value in distinguishing
bebween interpreiation and facl?

. The section on validity |p. 33] uses religion as an example.
Prepare to discuss the question raised: how should we measure




1.

4

religiosity? And should we bother to ask it?7 What makes any
question & worthwhile pursuit?

Chaplers 3 & 4

Chapley 5

What is culture? What do we think of when we refer 1o
subcultures? What do we think we mean by multicultyralism?
What thoughts ocenr to you when you read Bibby's comment
on multiculturalism and identity [p. 61]?

Of what suciological value are sections on counterculiures,
cultural change, caltural relativity, plobal culture?

How would you explain material and non-material culiure?
Why differentiate between ideal and real culture?

What are folkways and mores?

Prepare to discuss your reaction to the opening section af the
top of page 72.

What value to sociology do the authors of this book assign to
Charles Cooley, George Mead, and Sigmund Freud?

What do sociologists mean by a social product? Did Mead
have a valuable idea when be said the self and the mind are
social products? What did he mean by this statement?

What questions oceur to you when vou view the picture on
page 8%7

How would yon explain gender? What considerations come to
mind when thinking about the focas question of page 517
Identily a couple of norms and mores that have powerfully
influenced vour life.

What do seciologists mean by rationality? Why did Weber
and Marx link rationality to alienation? YWhat is alienation?
Why inquire about language in a survey book on sociolopy?

Is there such u thing as authentic culture, and is virtual culiure
a less anthentic form of it? How can we evaluaty *authenticity®
Lo begln with? Are there universal standards that can help us
in this?

What are social institutions? What is secialization” Hew are
they linked?

I what ways are marringe, religion, and cducation, examples
of social institutions?
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Chapler 6

Chaplers 7- 9

Whal is socicty?

What is postmodernism?

Whal is social structure? Do the authors needlessly dramatize
ity eflecis?

What is a status symbol? Following the points on p.101, what
symbaols do you employ te communicate your status{es)?

Do you accept the description of leadership stvles and their
differing valoe to society?

Is morulity just another form of group think?

Do you detect in vour owa Jlives evidence of role conflict or role
strain?

Is there a primary reference groop in yvour life?

What is social siratification?

What is caste?

What is a class system? How does it conneet to social
siratification?

What is social mobility and what influenees it sociologically?
What is meritocracy?

What do sociologists mean by social inequatity, and what
contributes 1o or reduces it? What theories explain inequality?
What do seciologists mean by status consistency?

What is ideology?

What is dependency theory?

What do the authors mean by the “dynamics of poverty™?

How do the authors explain patriarehy and gender? Why
incorporate a discussion of gender, race, ethnicity, and age
with an exploration of inequality” What general under-
standing of inequality do you have after reading this set of
chapters?

What is gender stratification?

Have you seen or personally experienced gender differences in
sparts?

What is race? What is ethniciry?

Why are these palitically volatile concepts?

Whar are assimilation, and its relationship 1o minorities?
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Chapter 10

hapter 12

What seciological explanations do the authors provide for
*minority, ¢thnicity, and racism"?

Why should sociologists lonk at aging?

Whal is peromacrucy

Do you think about aging? 1f so, what are your perceptions,
hopes, or fears about growing old?

Have you éver had a close tie with an elderly person? 1f so, has
this influenced your perceptions of that period of people’s
lives?

Do veo think you will understand differently what health s
when you are old, compared to what you think it is today?

What are the characteristics of bureancracy?
How can 4 bureaucracy be dysfunctional? [s the very ides of
dysfunction helpful 1o us in any wav?

What are capitalism and socialism? Within each there are
categories and degrees of difference. Prepare an explanation
of them.

How would vou deseribe a corporation, an oligopoly, corporate
capitalism, and medinm of exchange?

What meanings does ‘economy” have?

Why should sociologists study corporations? What do we refer
i when we speak of corporate culture?

Centrast power, authoritavianism, and authority, What kinds
of authority are mentioned in vour text?

How would you apply the conceplts of power and authnrity 1o
the social institutions we have discussed?

I= our society more inclined toward one type of authority than
uanother?

What is a scapegoat? Does our soctely create seapegoats?
Wit is conformity?



F,

I A

I"i

i

Chapters 12 & 14

Chapter 15

What is a family? There are many varieties of groupings tha
pevphe refer o us Gamilles. Do vou see vour lamily in the
depictions offered in the chapter on the Family?

Speculate about whether romantic marriage is a more or less
reliable basis for an enduring marriage, than is arranged
marriage.

Assesy the logic and reasoning of the list of reasons why people
thivoree,

What do the authors have in mind when they mention
“patterns of descent™?

What is the hidden curriculum in education? Do you think it
exists only in formal schoaling expericnce?

Before reading these chapters, did you think religion bad a
sociological function? [f so, how does it compare to the
authors” statements?

Explain the tyvpes of religious oreanizations addressed in
chapter 14,

Consider some of the differences between schooling and
edueating,

What functions of schooling do the authors consider
important?

Why is academic tracking sociologically interesting?

Can you foresee 4 day when all schooling will be accomplished
through cyber connections?

Esxplain health,

What concepts of medicine compete for our allegiance?

Why talk about a medieal establishment?

Recently, writings have appeared that purport to connect our
beliets about and practises of, masculinlty, to our state of
health. Do you think mascalinity is a threat 16 health?

What do the authars mean by a disabling environment?

Chapiess 1685 |8

How do the authors explain devisnee and labeling theory?
How might deviance and gender overlup?



. Are references to primary and secondary deviance helpful to
aur understanding of people?

. What linkages connect power, authority, and deviance? Are
these connections smooth or rough? What social factors might
affect the smoothness or the roughness of the link?

v Have you ever been considered deviant, in your own or others®
cyes?

. What theories are cited in this chapter on deviance? Do they
mainly explain or challenge our understanding of it?

x Why don’t we organize ourselves without resorting to deviance
ax i social concept and as forms of behaviour?

. What is social chanpe?

. Distinguish between collective behaviour and social
moveinenls,

. What is mass society?

. What theories do the authors mention when they discuss social
movements? Are they logical?

- Are all widespread movements social movements

. Ask yourself the same questions about crowd behaviour and
sncial change,

. What are modernization and postmodernity?

Chapters 17

. What are demography, and demographic transition”

. What is urbanization?

. What pelitical conditions have *pushed” urbanization in this country?
What sociological theories are presented to explain urbanization?

. What ideas would eome to vour minds if | asked vou 1o plan for a

sustainable environment? How might we contemplate the meanings
ul “sustainable™?

i



