GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE AN 1T e
PY1040; BASIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PROCESSES
Course Outline
Winter Semester, 2001-02

Instructor: Kendel Tang. PPh.D. Coorse Credit Hours: 3 {UT)
Office Number: Cq427 Student Contact Hours: 3/wk
Office Hours : TO30 - 1200, MW Delivery Mode: Lecture and Discussion

OfMice Phone Number: 539-257
Emall: lung@ispre.ab.ca

Course Deseription:

Basic Psyehological Processes {PY1040) is a general introductory course psyvchology. It iz designed o
familiarize students with the terminology, concept, prinéiples, rescarch approaches, ad ethics of the science af
behaviour and mental processes.  Specifically, this course will ¢xamine the various theretival approaches Lo
psvchology, the scientific methods used to studv behavicur and the mind, the rclationship between brain
processes and behavicur, the natre and operational complexilies of sensation, perceplion, conggicusness,
learning, memory, cognition, emotion, motivation, and language.

This course will analyze the resulls of empirical studies that attempt to describe, explain, predict, and contral or
influence behaviour with the witimale goal of understanding human beings and enhancing human functiomng.
Emphasis will also be placed on leaming how psychologists and other professionals approach the study of basic
psychologicsl processes. Students will also be encouraged 1o lpok for applications af pevchological principles
in datly life and the impontance of psyehalogy lo future occupational endeavour,

Course Objectives:

The course iz intended to help students achieve the fallowing objectives;

1. To differentiate the varjous approaches 1o psychology and their methods of stud ymg behaviour and the mind.

2. To understand the relationship between various brain processes and behaviour as well as the methods used to
study brain functioning,

3, To analyze the psychelogical processes of sensation, perception, consciousness, learming, Memoery, cogmbon,
emotion, and motivation.

4. To understend the structure and function of language, the relationship between thought and Tanguage. and the

components of eritical and creadve thinking.

To assume greater respensibility for ones own learning through active involvernent in class activities and

course assignments,

. To develop an appreciation for the complexity of human behaviow and ity underlying pswchological

Processes

7. To demonstrate some applications of empirically established psycholo gical principles to daily life.

L

Texts:

Kassin, 8. (2001). Psveholoey (3™ ed ). Upper Saddle River, NI: Prentice-Hall_ Ine.
(Note: Lise of the accempanymyg Study Guide iz highly recommended. )
Duffy, K.G. (Ed.} (2001). Annpal Editions: Psvehology (319 od.). MeGraw-Hill/Dushkin




Grading Svstem:

Scale Translation Approximate %o Equivalent
9 Y0 - 100
B Excellent a0 - BG
7 1279
9 Ciood 65-71
5 37 - Gd
4 Pass 50- 56
3 Fatlure 435 - 49
2 Failure 26 - 44
| 0-25
Marlg in the course will be weighted ps [ollows:

Midterm EXam s 2%

Fial Exam A5%

Typewritten Project 5%

Ayiripe ot Chapter Tesle .o wemaiim i i e 3%

Class Involvement {based mainly on test resalts, class

paricipation, sssignments, and written ar oral questions), ... 10y

Total: 100%

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION

Students will be held acoountable for lectures delivered, readings assigned, and for any snnouncements thal will
be made (o elass. If any student ig unable to attend & particular class, it will be lis/her responsibility to find out
what was missed. For optimal leaming and readiness for cluss participation, students are expectd to attend class
regularky (no less than 80% attendance) and to have read the assimmed chapter before coming 1o class on the dare
indicated on the timetable. Past class records show that very rarely can a grade of § be ohtained by a student
with less that 50% class attendance. Similarly, a student can rarely obtain a grade of 5 with less than 50% class
attendance.,

Due to hmited class time, not evervihing in the assigned chapler readings can be discussed o class, Students are
respansible for ensuring that they understand the contents of the assigned chapters by further discussmg the
material with the mstructor and/or with fellow students outside of ¢lass time. Tesls and exams will cover
information presented m the lectures {which may or tmay not be found in the textbook) and material discussed in
the textbook (which may er may not be coversd i the lectures). This is intended 1o develop independent
learning, which is expected of mature learners. Students are steongly encouraged to seek clarification of facts,
concepts, and principles that they find difficult o comprehend by asking the instructar even outside of class
time.

Iy student foresees that he/she will be unable to wite an exam or a test at a scheduled time due to illness or an
emergency, the student should notify the instructor as soen ss possible, preferably one day in advance. A
message may be lefl on the instruclor’s voice mail (339-2857) together witly the phone jumber where the
student may be reached 10 arrange for an allemative date to write the test if feasible. Failure 1o notify the
mstructor will result in & yrade of zero for the test that was missed. If a student is unahle to write the final exam
at the scheduled time because of illness or emergency, he'she should notify the instruetar in advance and submi
an appheation 1o the Registru's office for penmission 1o write o deferred exam (see the O ollege calendar re:
deferred exams). Stwdents are strongly advised against making anv plans that will prevent them from writing




lests or exams on the scheduled dates. A note from a doctor or the college nurse is required 1o write a re-
scheduled test, if illness is the reason for the student's mabality 1o write the originally scheduled test,

Stadents are enceuraged o see the instructor afler class o his office or in the hallway to talk shaut any concems
or to further discuss the course material. Appointments may be armanged anside of posted office hours. No
appointment is necessary (o see the mstructor dunng office hours. It is important to know that the mstructor s
the stirdénts’ ally in the learning process,

Please Keep this course information sheet for future reference,

Student’s Record of Test Marks: Test | Test2 Test 3
Midterm Exam Final Exam

*Note Regarding the Tvpewritten Project:

This project cansists of one application of a psychological principle in daily life. The observed behaviour, past
oF present, one’s own oF someone else’s, @ human’s or an animal’s, should be described and then explained a3 1o
why it occumed or is occurring, using a psyehological or leaming principle discussed in the course, If Space
permits (approximately two pages, double-spaced), prediction and contro] of the observed behaviour may be
included in the paper. In other words, state how one can predict the fiture cecurrence of the ohserved behaviour
and how 1t can be changed or contralled. The paper should have a title and the following side headmgs:
Description of the Behaviour, Explanation of the Behaviour, Prediction of the Behaviour, and Control of the
Behaviour, The last two side headings are optional.

TIMETABLE
PY T040-A3
WINTER SEMESTER, 2{01-02

DATES TOPICS TESTS AND EXAMS

Jan. 3, 8, 14 Chapter 1: Introdocing Psychology and Its Methaods
Appendix: Statistics in Pswchological Research
Article 2: Research in the Pevchological Laboratory:
Truth er Trivialsty?

15,17 Chapter 2: Behavioral Meuroscience
Auticle 6 The Future of the Bramn
Test 1: Jan 29 (Tue.)
on chapters 1, 2,
the Appendix, &
articles 2 & & (60 mimn.)
Jan 31, Feb: 5 Chapter 3: Sensation and Perception
Armele 7 The Senses




Febh, 7,12, 14

Feb. 21, Mar. 5

Muar. 7, 12 14

14,21, 26

Mar 28 Apr, 2 .

Apr, 9,11

Apr 15724

Chapter 4; Consciousness
Avticle B:Vision: Window on Censciousness

MhMidterm Exam: Feb, 19 {Tuc.)
on chapters | -4, the
Appendix., & artdcles 7.8
{80 min.)
Chapter 5 Leamning
Article 11; Leaming Begins Even Before Babies Are Born

Chapter 6: Memory

Article 14: Lots of Action in the Memory Game
Article 15: Speak, Memaory

Teat 2; Mar. 19{Tue.}, on

chapters 5, 6 &
articles 11,1415

Chapter 7: Thought and Language

Article 18: Can Animuls Thimk?

Chapter &: Motivalian

Article 19 The Gold Medal Mind

Article 20 : Why We're Fat: Gender and Age

Matler More Than You May Realize

Test 32 Apr. 9 (Tue.) on
chaplers 7 & % and
articles 18,1920
Chapter 9; Emotion

Article 21; What's in a Face?
Article 22: Emotiomal Intelligence: Do You Have it7

Project Due Date: Apr 11
FINAL EXAM PERIOD Final Exam ; The date wil] be
posted by the
Resnstrars Oftice

NOTE: The final exam will melude all assigned chapters and lecture materials. Asaigned articles are not

mcluded, This imetable is tentative and subject to change. Future changes to this timetable will be
ammounced in class in consultation with the students present




