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I Course Content & Tentative Schedule

A fJond What [s Uhilesophy? The class discussion will be divided intg vwo parts; 1] Clask members will be
asked 1o give ther impressions of what philosaphy ia. 2} The instructor will ateeTnpt [0 summarize rhesa
W perssions amd compare them with hisown and those found in the first chapter of the e,

B [ani% Logic A discipline mvented by Aristotle wiich studies the relation of inference between propodinions
Fhe inscructor will ‘present a brief summary af the basic principlas of logic and its reltationship e
philnsophical reasoning, Class discussion will center on questions from chagter T of the test

L lan22: The |dea of Forme The first systematic attempt to relate the wotld b human knowledge amerged in
ancient Greece with the philosophy of Flate. His student Aristotle carried on the teadihian with significant
modifications. The lacture and discussion will be concemed with. the félevdnes ot the theory of forms b
conterm pofary world views '

L Jan2% Mind and Matter: This week's subject matter is the mathodology and conclusicns of the Brench
philosepher, Rene Descartes. Lecture and discussion will focus on the ideal of certamty and o the nature of
rrand.

E. Feb.i Matenalizm: This class will examung saveral characterizabons of the material warkd and its relation o
human consooustess. Chur central guestion will be whether materialism is the "commion dense” ¥ew of realicy”
We will alzo cunsider whether Dr. lohnson indeed refuted Berkeley whan he kicked a stone,

F.Feb1Z FIRST HOUT: A BRIEF MID-TERM EXAM. Eationalismn: In the remainder of the class perud v
will dizcuzs the debate between rationalism and empirncism and then look at some of the classic rationalise
thegrjes

CoMar s Empiriosm: Some of the traditional atgurments for emnpiricism and agairst rattonalism will be disoussed.
Lire key question will be whether the fvo opposing theories might not be compatible with one another

H. Mar.12: Cegaingy, Was Kant right or iid he lapse 1nlo 4 coma after Hume awa kened hum from his degmatic
slumber? Is cectainty possible, or can we anly be certain shout trivial matters of formal definition? We'll
treat these and related Juestions in our lechure and discussion.

I Mare 1% Cod and the Wegld: Can we prove the existénce of Cod, and 5o, what difference would it make? If
taith is possible. what's its relatlon to reason? Clur ekplorations will revolve about these and ottt
questions, Be sure 1o bring pour favounbe arguments for and against.

I Mlar26: Godan Q_ Ewil: How can the world be sa rartén and Do, its creatar, so good? We will discuss varoas
respanss o (his question as well as whether it is o truly philosphacal problem

K. A r:d EﬂﬂﬂL&hLﬂlﬁ.HL.Ehlﬂi‘lﬂhih_A '-'i"r:.-' briet angd Bumble |:|1tr|;d|_||:|_-‘|:|n 10 s0me recant miodes of
|_\ slosophicat rm?uﬂ.ht. Sl SiHrantees of HCUTAcY will he issued with tha |.'|!|:'|IJTE_'|-. blﬂ il di‘ECUF':ll:lll webl|
tapefully, prove enlightaning.

L. ;-"..I_"il'_':': COURSE REVIEW FOR FIMAL EX and
M, Aprls jor thersboutsl, FINAL EX ARd

Ul Evaluation: There will be two shart papers cach worlh 25% of the course mark,, the mid-berm will be
weorh 20 and the final 38%,
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