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Instrucktor: Tom Enders Boom: J224

Dffice: C303 Meets: T/Th 4-5:20 p.m.
Telephone: S39-2356

E-mail address: endersdgprc.ab.ca

Office hours:

Course description:

This course ig designed to introduce you toe the study of
philosophy through examination of notable works of classical and
modern philosophical thought. We will focus on guestions of good
and bad, and right and wrong, which people face as members of
societies. What are our dutiea and encitlementa? We will
consider issues that are commenly thought of as moral issues, as
well as mattera of economic justice, and guesticons of political
obligation and liberty.

After contemplation of the nature of merality, and examination
of different morxal theories or approaches, we will discuss a
number of issuves. These may include: animal righta, rape and date
rape, affirmative action, ahortion, gurrogate motherhood,
euthanasia, ecapital punishment, just economic distribution, war,
obligation to obey the law, smwoking, legalization of drugs, and

pornography,
Courge objeckives:

The main objeotive of this course is to introduce you to
important ideas and arguments in areas of social philosophy and to
help vou te begin to understand and evaluate tham. By the and of
thig ocourse vyou should e able to think more precisely,
systematically and judiciously about some significant questions in
moral, economic and pelitical philoscophy. Successful completion
of this course should also prepare you for further study in
philo=sophy.

Course reguirements:

Short eagay. ....... 1E6%
Fleol eXam. s v s 25%
Term Papar...coi. - 30%

Final &Xamm. . o0 - 30%




Required textg:

Thomas Hurka, Brinciples: Short Esgays on Ethicg, 2nd edition.
TOrontd: HATCOUYT prace Lanada, 19%49,

Joho Arthur, editor, Merality and Moral Controversies, 5th

edition. Upper Saddle River, Mew Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1999,

Ioplos:
I. A brisf introduction to philoscphy. What ia philosophy?

I1. Moral philopophy - main questiomns. The nature of morality.
1. Relartivism and objeotivism.
2. Religion and morality.

III. The value of life and moral theories or approachas.

1. Consequentialism vs. nonconseguentialism. Utilitarianism and
righte.

Paople, animals and the envirorment.

. Matural law theory.

Kant and the primacy of raticnalibty and autonomy.

Comparison with Aristotle,

5. Feminist ethica.
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IV. Moral dssues (NOTE: only =ome of rcthe following will be
addreesed, depending upon time availability and interest)

Men and women and sexual relationships. Rape and date rape.
Affirmative actlion

Aborrion

Capital punishment

. Buthanasia

Farenting and surrogacy

Kconomic issuea

Justificarions of capitalism. Virtue and wvice.
Obligations to the needy

What is a just digtribution of income?
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Political philosophy
War and patrictism
Chligation to obey the law and social contract theories
The gcope of individual liberty. Smoking. Other drugs.
Freedom of speech. Pornography.
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REALINGS :

Hurka, "If You Want Lt¢ Stop Procrastinating, Don't Put it OFE
until Tomorrow" Pp. 275-B

1. Introduction. What ig philosophy?




Hurka, Introduction. Pp, 1-5 ("... a whole range of ethical
izaueg . ")

Hurka, "Slim Pickings in a Society of Choosers® Pp. 279-82

Hurka, "Was Socrates Right that Philosophy is the Ultimate
Parsuit?™ Fp. 171-4

Hurka, "The Alluring Contours of a Well-Rounded Life® Pp. 179-82

Horka, "Modesty ia a Misrake, but at least Modest Pecple Do Us a
Favour" Pp. 267-92

Hurka, "Why Intellectuals Care About the Flintstone=" Pp. 29%-8

Hurka, "How to G2t to the Top: Study Philosophy" Pp. 161-4

I1. Moral philosophy - main questions. The nature of morality.

1. Relativiem and objectiviam.

Hurka, "Values are Not Eelative® Pp, 111-14

Mary Midgley, "Tryving Our Cne's New Sword" (JA} Pp. BS-B
Hurka, "Why Study Different Cultures?" Pp. 45-50

2. Religion and moralicy,

Hurka, "Why God ig Irrelevant to Morality" Pp. 119-22

Hurka, "The FProblem of Bvil" Po. 123-8

John Arthur, "Morality, Religion & Conscience® {JA) Pp. 77-84

I1I. The value of life and moral theories or approachea.

Preliminary readings -

*Killing on a Lifeboat: Queen v. Dudley & Stephens" {JA} Pp. 2-6

William Godwin, "Comparing Human Lives: The Archbhizhop & the
Chambermaid® (JA) Pp. 21B-15

1. Congequentialism vs. nonconaedquentialism, Utilitarianizsm and
rights.

Instructor's Introduction to Moral Theories.

John Stuart Mill, "Urilitarianism® (JA) Pp. 34-40

Hurka, "Pleasure Alone Won't Make You Happy" Pp. 167-70
Hurka, "Is 1t Wrong to Lie About Santa Claus?" Pp,. 237-40
Harka, "D¢ Children Have Righta?" Pp. 2313-6

Recommended ;
Hurka, "Pleasure ia Fleeting, but Achlevements Live On" Pp. 183-g
Ronald Dworkin, ®Taking Rightes Sericuslv® (Jh) EFp. 247-53

Z. People, animals, and che environment.

Hurka, "Why Many Find Meat-Eating Hard to Digest" Pp. %31-5

Hurka, "If Human Life is a Gpod Thing, Why Worry About the
Population Explosion?" Fp. 101-a

Hurka, "Should We Implant Life on Mars?" Pp. 105-8

Peter Singer, "All Animals Are Egual" (JA) Fp. 131-41

Bennie Steinbock, "Specieaism & the Idea of Equality™ (JA)Pp.141-7

William Baxter, "People or Penguins® {JA)} Pp. 148-52

J. Baird Callicott, "The Land Ethic® (JA) Pp. l52-64




recommended -
Hurka, “Should the West Pay for China's Fridges?® Pp. 27-100

%, Natural law theory.

4. Kant and the primacy of raticmality and autonomy
Comparison with Aristotle.
Immanuel Kant, The Pundamental Principles of the Metvaphveics of
Morals (JA) Pp. 24-33
Oncra O'Neill, "Kant & Utilitarianism Contrasted" (JA) Pn. 47-52
Hurka, "Should Merality Be a Struggle?" Pp. 115-18
Ariatorle, Nicomachean Ethics (JA} Pp- 11-13 (Book II)

5. Feminist ethics.
V., Held, "Femlnist Transformationsg of Moral Theory" (JA) Pp. 60-55
Hurka, "Gossip: Curtailing the Telling of Tales" PFp. 2Z1-4

IV. Moral issues (only som= of the following will be addressed,
depending upon time avallability and interest)

1. Men and women and sexual relationships. Rape and date rape,
lois Pineau, "Date Rape: A Feminist Analyesis® (JA) Pp. 4%3-500
Camille Paglia, "An Interview About Date Rape" (JA) Pp. S501-4
Robert Wright, "Feminists, Meet Mr. Darwin" (JA) Pp. 459-79

2. Affirmative action

Hurka, “"Affirmative Action: Giving Women an Even Break at Work®
PP 189-52

Hurka, "Affirmative Acbion: More Radical Arguments® Pp. 123-7
Hurka, *"Why Equality Doesn't Mean Treating Everyone cthe Same" Pp.

211-14
Hurka, "Should Whites Write about Minorities?" Pp. 51-4
Charlea Murray, “"Affirmative Racism" [JA) Pp. 403-10

James Rachels, "Reverse Discriminaticn®™ (JA) Pp. 410-13

Ronald Dworkin, *"The Rights of Allan Bakke" {JA) Pp. 1%65-402

John Stuart Mill & Harriet Taylor, "The Subjection of Women"
{JA} Pp. 442-9

3, Abortion
Hurka, *"Abortion & the Moral Standing of the Fetus" Pp, 67-70
Judith Jarvis Thomson, "A Defense of Abortion® (JA) Pp. 171-%
Mary Anne Warren, "Cn the Moral & Legal S5tatus of Aborticon'

{JA} Pp. 1B0-8
Don Marguisz, "An Argument That Abortion is Wrong" (JA) PFp. 1B7-55
Suzsan Sherwin, "Feminiem and Abortion® (JA) Pp. 19%6-202
Gegrge Harria, "Fathers .and Fetuses® (Jh) Pp. 203-10

4, Punishment and capital punishment

Hurka, ®"ls There Such a Thing as Moral Luck?" Pp. 131-4

Hurka, =Isa the Death Penalty Cruel & Unusual?" Fp. 261-4
Jonathan Glover, "BExecutions® (JA) Pp,. 116-22

Martin Perlmuttey, "Desert & Capital Punishment" (JA} Pp, 122-30




5. Buthanasia
Hurka, ®"Is Death Really All That Bad for You?*® Pp. 71-4
Hurka, ®"Euthanasia: Dr. Kevorkian's Suicide Machine" Pp. 75-8
Arthur Dyck, ;An Alternative to the Ethic of Buthanasia®" (JA)
PR Z19-2
James Rachela, "Active and Passive Euthanasia" (JA} Pp. 233-7
Richard Brandc, "Defective Newborns & the Morality of Termination™
(JA} Pp. 2ZE-34

6, Parenting and surrogacy

Hurka, "Does Surrogate Motherhood Treat Babies & 2 Women as

Commodities?" Pp. 79-82

Botnie Steinbock, "Surrogate Motherhood as Frematal ddoption® (Ja)
Fp. S08-18

Hugh LaFollerbe, "Licensing Parenta" {JA) Pp. S22-9

V., Ecomomic issues

1. Justificationa of capitalism. Virtuse and vice.

Hurka, "Why the Rich Dan't Showvel Sidewalks"™ Pp. 145-8

Hurka, "If Scroocge Had Been a Micer Person..." Fp. 157-80

Hurka, "A Market Boonomy Makes Us Better People" Pp. 14%-52

Hurka, "Competitiveness: Should We Flay for Love or Play to Win®
Pp. 291-4

Hurka, "wWhy Envy is the Ugliest of the Seven Deadly Sina" Pp. 271-

]

Hurka, "Wwhy There are ZSome Things Money Shouldn't Buy® Pp, 229-31

John Locke, "Of Property"™ (JA) Pp. 241-2

2., Mbligations to the nesdy

Charles Murray, "A Froposal for Public Welfare" ([JA) Pp. 258-302
Peter 3inger, "Rich and Poor™ (JA) Pp. 273-8

Hurka, "Some Taxing Questions About Wealth" Pp. 141-4

3. What i3 a juast distribution of lncome?

John Rawla, A Theory of Justice (JA) Pp. 253-63

Robert Nozick, "The Entitlement Theary" (JA) Pp. 264-73
James Rachels, "What People Deserve" (JA) Pp. 302-9

V1. Political philosophy

1. War and patriotism

Hurka, "Philosophy, Morality and the English Patient®" Pp. 55-63
Hurka, "Patriotism: Like Family Lowve aor Racism?® Pp. 33-7

Hurka, "Going Teoo Far in Self-Defence" Pp. 243-8

Hurka, "Morality and Har: Cause and Intent® Pp, 247-84

Hurka, "Morality and War: Effects" Pp. 251-4

Harka, "Morality and War: How to Fight" Pp. 255-3

Hurka, "Fartial Failure is Al=sa Partial Success®™ Pp. 135-8 [Recg]
William James, "The Moral Equivalent of War" (JA) Pp, 94-5%9
Richard Wasserstrom, "On the Morality of war® (JA] Pp. 100-1048




#, Obligation to chey the law and social contract thecries.

Plate, "Crito* (JA) Pp. 414-1%

Jochn Rawls, "Civil Disobedience and the Social Contract! (JA)419-28

Ronald Dworkin, "On Nobt Progecuting Civil Discobedience® (JA)4268-34

Hurka, "Ie It Wrong tc Cheat on Your Income Tax if Everyone Elae
Doeg?® Pp. 153-6

Jane English, "What Do Grown Children Owe Thelir Parents?" {JA)S33-7

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathap (JA) Pp. 14-20

John Locke, Second Treatiee of Government +JA) Pp. 238-4%; 242-4

Reconmended :
Lon Fuller, *"The Problem of the Grudge Informer" (JR) Pp. 435-9

¥, The scope of individual liberty. Emoking. Other drugs.

John Stuart Mill, "on Liberty™ (JA) Pp, 323-3Z

Thomas Szasz, "The Ethice of Addiction: An Argument in Favor of
Letting Americans Take Any Drug They Want" (JA} Pp. 335-42

Fobert Goodin, “The Ethics of Smoking™ (JAY Pp. 343-52

Daniel Shapiro, "Addiction and Drug Policy™ (JA} Pp., 3%53-8

4. Freadom of speech. Pornography.

Mill, "Of the Liberty of Thought & Discussion® (JA) Pp. 359-62
Helen Longino, "Pornography, Oppression, & Freedom® {(JA}Pp. 375-81
Mark Wicclair, "Feminism, Pornography,. & Censorzhip" (JA)Fp. 38l-&
Hurka, "Ia It Bad to Think Bad Thoughta?" Pp. 282-a&

From John Thomas and WilErid Waluchow, : [
' ] icg, 3rd edition (Petcerborough,

Ontaric: Breadview Press, 19%98) - page 2:

.. The moral philosopher will often seek to defend or justify the
obvious... At other timea, the moral philosopher will offer
arqumants whieh guestion the obvious.... The main reason for
these strange activities of the moral phildsopher lies in his
chiepf motivatricon, expressed in a maxim propounded by thae ancient
Greek philozopher Socratea. According te Socrates, the unexamined
life is not worth living. Socrates and other woral philogophers
alwayse want to know why we should believe Che things we do, even
those things which we firmly and passicnately believe o be true.

From * The Apology* {trans, By Jowert, 3™ adition, 1B%6}

— Pethaps someone will say, ™ Why cannot you withdraw from Athens,
Soorates, and hold your peace? [t ie the mpet difficult thing
in the world £o-make you understand why I cannot do that, If I
gay that I camnct hold my peace because that would be to dischey
che god, vou will think that I am not in earnpest and will not
baljeve ma. And if 1 kell you that no better thing can happen tao
a man than to discuses virtuese every day and the other watters about
which you have heard me arguing and examining myself and obhers,
and that an unexamined life is not worth living, then you will
beliave me still less. But that ia so, my friends, though it ig
not easy to persuade you,




